God's Peace

The depth of God's rest is immeasurable.  As each week comes to a close and work is about to end on Friday evening, with great anticipation I have looked forward to entering into God's rest and having the peace of mind, body, and soul that comes with His rest.  But on one occasion a few weeks back as we were heading to church just before Sabbath, a co-worker began emailing me with questions about work.  Now my spirit and mind was set on entering into God's beautiful rest.  I know most of the people receiving this email think nothing of this day, it's origin, nor it's significance, but for me this is the most important day and time of the week. 

After becoming engaged into an exchange of emails with my co-worker, I was becoming annoyed by and eventfully was upset that they were emailing me and I had emailed them back with a response.  

In the end, the matter had to wait until Monday before it could be fully addressed and resolved.  Afterwards I asked myself why did I even engage myself in this email conversation.  Why did I not wait until Monday to send my initial response?

In the end, I was reminded about the innumerable ways satan attempts to disrupt and discourage us from being obedient to God.  For what is the meaning and value of the words of God, if we do not apply them in our lives?  I had allowed God's promised peace and rest to be disrupted; the rest I had come to love so much. 

I was upset with myself and for placing blame on my co-worker who may or may not have any regard for this day nor probably had any idea how important this time was for me.

The ways of satan are innumerable and we as humans can only understand a fraction of his ways of deception.  We live in a Country where most people’s speech is wrong but is widely accepted as right.  A Country and a religion where the word of god rules and the voice of this god is heard in the tens of thousands of churches throughout this land we all live.  Deception is king in satan's court and he is the master of having convinced too many of us to obey god through convincing teachings and arguments rather than the simplicity of what God has said is Truth.

There is one Truth and it is not mine.  I do not own it.  It is not my religions, nor does it belong to any Christian faith, but to God alone.  When we learn to allow this first Truth to be understood and to permeate our minds, bodies and souls, it is only then that we can begin our life's work for God.  Anything else is water under the bridge.

“Peace” Biblical References: 

Judges 6:23-24 

Psalm 4:8

Psalm 119:165 

Proverbs 14:30 

Isaiah 26:3 

John 14:27 

John 16:33 

Romans 5:1 

Philippians 4:6-7

Romans 15:13 

Colossians 3:15

2 Thessalonians 3:16
Sunday, June 27, 2010

“Not My Church” We say

I had this dream about a church that had an unusual design.  The building’s outer structure was like any other building.  Inside the building, the chairs that the congregation sat on were all positioned along the side walls and the center path that went from the entrance of the sanctuary to the podium where the preacher would stand was as wide - if not wider than a basketball court.  The same floor which all the chairs sat, were on a sharp incline and everybody and everything faced upwards towards the podium.  The podium and stage sat high as if they were the peaks of a mountain’s plateau.

The preacher soon appeared - a man who was around 50 years of age was dressed in long shorts, tennis shoes, and other attire as if he were going to the beach.  He began to speak from atop of the mountain plateau and then the entertainment started shortly afterwards.  Young people on roller skates skated across the wide-open floor, which was sloped, and resembled a basketball court.  They performed flips and did all kinds of things that kids do while at the same time the preacher gave his sermon.

Off to my right, I watched a man slip behind a barrier to hide himself as he changed his clothes.  His attire was very revealing of body parts.  Underneath his pants, he wore a gold medallion as if they were underpants to shield his private parts and the medallion was supported by a gold chain that went around his waist.  He had large gold rings and other pieces of gold on his body that was hidden by his clothes.  (As one of the leaders of the church, he had to wear this sort of apparel, as it was more appropriate to church attire.)

Today we live in a world where the word of God is according to the people and not according to the Word of God.  We've adapted the church, dumbed-down the Word and tailored the functions of the church to suit the people, as well as their wants and desires.  We've ignored the fact that Jesus and Paul warned us that many of us Christians would be led astray by teachings of men.  It does not matter how these teachings will develop or how they have and will continue to spread.  Our intentions to appeal to the masses - although understandable - usually end up with compromising God's words and compromising moral values.  And in the end the only thing we accomplish is a lot of people attending church and very few people actually walking in the spirit of God.

Matthew

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’
Just as there are many people today who live their lives willfully committing sin are so convinced that such a life is acceptable by God.  Just the same in the end, many will be convinced that their way is worthy of God's salvation.  Just because a building has been erected and we call it a church does not mean it is a church of God.  The Bible makes clear there are and will be churches of Satan but portrayed as being of God.  Of course, we all say ‘not my church,’ but the reality is, yes it may be your church.  Satan's ability to deceive the masses by performing miracles, offering church alternatives, bringing the church into sync with the world, making it more acceptable to our modern day is exactly where he wants it to be.

Instead of us getting on God's page, we want the church to teach according to our page.  This is not a new concept, just one that seems more acceptable in today's modern time, and some people love this concept.  We can actually say it was tried many of times before and has never been met by God's acceptance.  Of course in our minds we think, “That was them, but this is us, we're Christians.”  Our lack of knowledge of God is sending our mothers, our fathers and our children down a road that points to a glorious end of being with God, but in realty, many will face destruction.  Fooled we are, fooled we will be, even up until the end.

There is one spirit.  There is no such thing as one spirit for Christians, another for Jews, and another for Muslims.  If that Spirit does not direct us to God's righteousness, obedience to His commandments, not our own, not our religion's, and have us on the path towards rejecting sin then we must ask the simple question.  What spirit are we following?  Of what spirit are we?

One way, God's way, and not my own.
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Matthew 24:23-24 
Matthew 25:45-51 
John 14, 15, 16
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Ephesians 1:10

Ephesians 3:10 

Ephesians 4:1-32

Colossians 2:19 

Colossians 3:15 

Romans 12:4-5

Acts 2:47

1st Corinthians 12:1-31

John 20

Luke 24

Romans 16:1, 5

Galatians 1:2,22

Colossians 4:15,16;

1st Thessalonians l: l; 2:14

Acts 2:47
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Colossians l

1st Timothy 3:15
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Monday, June 7, 2010

Lament The Decision We Make

Once upon a time, there was a tribe of people who lived in the jungles of Ghana and one day, white men from the West came to explore their land - looking to see what they could see.  The men docked their ships along the coastal shores and came across in their canoes to see what they could find.  The natives seeing the white men for the first time thought the men had no skin because of their pigmentation and lack of color in their complexion. So the natives hid themselves in the jungle - watching from a distance to see what the men would do.  The men with no skin unloaded what they would need to explore.  They unloaded crates, barrels, and other such things that the natives had never seen. 

Watching so quietly and undetected they wondered what purpose all these things meant or how they were to be used.  The men with no skin explored the land and found rocks filled with gold and other interesting things so they loaded them all into their canoes and left the things that would lighten their load.

After the men had gone back into their ship, out from the jungle the Ghanaian’s emerged and began to examine the things the skinless men had left scattered along the banks of the sea’s shore.

They found various things to examine but what caught their attention the most, was a barrel filled with a drink they had never had before.  They drank it all up until it was gone and then said amongst themselves, "Lets collect more rocks and maybe the skinless men will bring us some more."
Quickly, they found the rocks the men had wanted and piled them high right next to the empty barrel hoping some day the men would return and bring them some more of the drink they had come to adore.

Then one day the men returned searching for more of the gold rocks so they brought all the things they needed and filled the barrel just as they had done before.  But this time to their surprise the gold rocks were already collected and piled high right next to the barrel which they soon discovered was now empty - not as they had left it before.  So they loaded the rocks into their canoes, only this time they did not have to perform the task of finding the gold rocks and laboring in the days hot sun. Once again, after the men had boarded their ship with their find they left behind a barrel thinking to exchange for more.  And again the Ghanaian’s emerged out from the jungle and bargain to explore the things left behind by the explorers to include the barrel filled with the drink they had become to adore.  And once a gain the natives became drunk on the rum as they drank and drank until there was no more.

From this true story of past lifetime events, today we could say that was the most expensive rum in the world, but another view would be what value do we put on gold or other such things.  Expensive cars, brand name things, luxury homes, and diamond rings.  Expensive taste.  What does it all mean?  Why do we covet materialistic and worthless things?  We don't have peace, and where is love and other related things from the Father above?

Peace in our home, peace at work, peace with our neighbor, not only next door, but the ones across our sea's shore.  Love beyond words, love beyond measure, love beyond the normal eye can see, the same love most of us has been taught to ignore.

My son who loves fruits above all foods there are to eat, I watch him eat them and can see what he adores.  Little kid fingers, innocent expressions, oh how beautiful it is to see God's connection.  Apples and pears, grapes and oranges, strawberries and mangoes, all provided for our nourishment and to show us His love expression.  What a pleasure, what a delight.  My son's taste buds are having a wonderful time.  Food so small - complicatedly made, diverse, robust, and full of flavor.  Oh what God was thinking when He made these things for you and me?

In the beginning, God created the Heavens and the Earth and all that is in it.  He made the sun and the moon. He made the stars.  He made every kind of plant and animal. He made the birds and elephants, dogs, and cats. He made flowers and fruits and vegetables. Yes God created everything to include you and me.

Let us remember God's creation and not fall trap into forgetting the source and magnitude.  For Satan has already fooled too many of us into forgetting the significance of His creation and the Holy Memorial Day of remembrance of His actions which was a worldwide global event.  We think little of His creation although His effect is before us all each and every day.

We are entangled in the works of men from the foods that come to our tables, to the display of food in stores; the stores that provide us with life-sustaining food, water, and other vital products we purchase and consume.  We are reminded of the farmers and the government subsidized crops, the truckers, the imports of foods, goods and materials, stock market fluctuations, and inflation.  We think of our favorite restaurants and the latest artificially made product more than honoring the Originator.  A world where food has become patented and human cells and genes are now being owned by corporations.

From dirt which we were formed to the dirt that grows plants for animals, and foods for us to eat.  No, we don't see the significance of this relationship between creation and the eternal Holy day.  For if God did not exist, we would have invented Him in our own image.  How is it that we can not see this is exactly what we have done and will do even more in the years to come?

"Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables." (2nd Timothy)

Because we have not seen these actions of God, because we were not present at time of creation. We... we don't understand the importance of such things.

No Amen’s... Lament The Decision We Make 

Biblical Reference:

· Genesis 1

· 2 Timothy 4:2-4

Sunday, May 23, 2010

The Pass

“For God so loved the world that He gave His... And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deed shall be exposed. But he who does the truth come to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.” 

Too many of us have allowed our hearts and our minds to be convinced that God has somehow given us a pass or should I say diplomatic immunity when it comes to sin.  Of course, we do not think our actions are evil, but if we do not know God’s Truth nor practice His Righteousness then our practice is the opposite of His Truth and Righteousness. 

Just recently, I took count of the many people I have come to know and have sent Bible scriptures and/or Biblical commentary - either via text or via email - and the responses I have received.  Although the majority of responses have been positive, there have been a number of negative ones; some whose words choice surprised me because these people are Christians just as you and me.

During this accounting of negative replies, I noticed that not only were 100% of them Christian, but 98% came from people who worship on Sunday, although the ratio of Sunday worships and Biblical Sabbath worship contact was about equal.  Also noted was that even though the majority of people contacted were women almost all negative responses came from men. 

To add insult to injury to the point I am making concerning us men, just recently I was traveling from Louisiana to Texas were I would stay over at some friend’s house before traveling back up to Denver.  Of the 5 - 3 woman and 2 men - friends I would visit, 3 of them I had not seen in 20 years and I was very much looking forward to seeing them after such a long time.  

Unsurprisingly the one guy, whom I had not seen in 20 years, would not receive me.  He did not want to hear my religious chatter; as if there is something more important in any given day than to see and understand that everything revolves around God.  However, the three women who have all dealt or were dealing with adulterous husbands, received me and were more than willing to listen to my religious talk.  I salute them for their struggle and willingness to better their relationships.  Moreover, my hat is off for my friend Shawna, who I had not seen in about 20 years also.  She is a powerhouse of a woman  - standing about 5 feet tall and weighing in around 90lbs – and has allowed God to develop her in her own way.  She has raised a very obedient daughter, who is known in the ESPN world around the globe.  (May God abide with her even more in her future decision making.)

In our own way, we believe we are with God and that God is with us, but in reality we have set God in a place where we want Him to be.  We have positioned Him behind us and our thinking has become evil and perverse.  We commit fornication and acts of adultery as if no one sees us, as if no one but us knows, as if it is acceptable.  Our minds are truly wicked, we practice such things and in the same week, in the same day, in the same hour, in the same breath we say, “We love God.”  Balderdash!  

Has God ever condone or even spoken one word of acceptance of this practice?  Do the scripture not specifically say, “For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God” and the commandment, “You shall not commit adultery?”

Did God allow Christians to be exempt from these words or did He personally give you man or you woman a pass?  Can we defile and pollute ourselves and be clean at the same time?  With beguile, we reason within ourselves to find acceptance of such un-Godly things.  

The only reasoning - the only acceptance of such thinking and practice does not exist nor dwells within the words of heaven, but only within ourselves, and in the end, let there be no mystery of what our reward will be.   For the heavenly reward is not for one’s intent, nor someone’s selfish desire, but rather for our adherence to God alone.  For either self dies and God is exalted, but if self rules then there is no place for God, and heaven is merely a figment of one’s own imagination. 

One God One Way and not my own

Biblical References:

· John 3:16

· John 3:18-21

· Ephesians 5:5

· Exodus 20:14

One God One Way and not my own (Biblical References)

· Acts 16:30-31, KJV

· John 14:6

· Acts 4:10, 12

· Ephesians 2:8-9 

· Titus 3:5, KJV

· Ephesians 2:17-18 

· John 1:14; John 16:28

· 1st Corinthians 2:1-2

· Acts 9:1-22

· 1st Corinthians 15:1-4

· 1st Corinthians 3:11 

· 1st Timothy 2:3-6

· John 3:16-18, 36 

· John 6:66-68 

· John 8:23-24 

· 1st John 2:1 

· Romans 3:23

· 1st John 4:14 

· 1st John 2:23 

· 1st John 5:11-1

· 1st Corinthians 15:3

· Hebrews 9:27-28 

Saturday, April 24, 2010

Think of This

We understand that those things that God said are abominations to our bodies, are just that - an abomination.

We understand that when God put to death those who went and taught the people to keep anything other than His commandments, that He was serious even until this very day. To include ordering those who defiled and/or did other what He had said concerning His Holy Sabbath to be killed - we still believe is punishable.

Today, its as if we are saying God was only joking, that He didn't really mean those things. Even when some have said, "Nor does the Scripture really say you will practice these same things in the new heaven and new earth, those are merely symbolic."

Some say we are a cult for believing and practicing such things. If so, then so are the Jews (the chosen ones) as well as the Muslims.

Keep in mind, before the name Christian was ever known, Gentiles were practicing the things God said were an abomination and condemnable acts. Today, Christianity teaches that it is acceptable to practice those same things that God once hated, once considered an abomination, and condemnable and they say these words all come from God.

I have no faith in the well-known Christian doctrine. I believe what God said in both the Old and New Testaments. I will take the high road, because neither names nor laws of men deter my understanding, nor shall it ever distract my steps.

Think beyond your denomination.

This is my prayer.
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Exodus 31:13-17 

Matthew 5:17-29 
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Isaiah 42:21

Isaiah 58:13-14 

Isaiah 66:22-23

Ezekiel 20:20
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1 John 4:8, 16

1 John 3:4

James 2:8

Romans 7:14-25
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Romans 3:20-28

Romans 6:1-2; 14-15

John 3:4

2 Timothy 4:3-4

Revelation 1:10,

Revelation 11:19 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 

Deuteronomy 6:5-8

Deuteronomy 11:18 NIV 

Galatians 2:20

God’s Purpose and Who is Jesus

There has been many things said about God and His purpose why even some have said, “If God did not exist we would have invented Him.” 

We can even say that we have to believe in something and as we look back in history to the present time, this statement is so true.  Often people have argued and/or discussed Jesus Christ's purpose for coming to earth.  From this one act and years later people have established their own doctrine, created institutions, produced teachers and preachers; all claiming the name of Christ by riding the coattail of this act of God to spread their own beliefs as if they were synonymous with God’s.  

In today’s society where capitalism and world power is the popular belief and common practices within the Christian community, it has given the appearance that Jesus is somewhat exclusive to western Christians only, while at the same time alienating themselves from others inside and outside their faith while believing in the same God.

To fully comprehend what Jesus' purpose was first, we must understand who He is and the only way to understand this we must go back to God’s interaction with man at Mount Sinai - where He made a public announcement of His Law.  We also must understand that God and Jesus were and are of the same mind.  Which means the purpose of Jesus coming into this world was not one that brought new beliefs, nor new doctrine, but simple clarification and understanding to previously written doctrine, beliefs and practices; not just for some but for everyone.  

Prior to Jesus Christ arrival on earth, men had hijacked God’s Word and spewed out of their mouths their own doctrine and took it upon themselves to being the gateway to eternal life and God.  Just the same today, people are making every attempt trying to capitalize on life itself, thinking how to patent the scientific discovers made on that which already exists.  However, Christ has already made it clear of His purpose as previously told in the Old Testament, and reiterated in His Words.  The masses of people have sadly been led astray by the many that have established their doctrines and institutions so that many would come to know and practice their beliefs.  But no mater what we believe, His continued repeated purpose has been to save us from ourselves.  Even our judicial structure today is the same as that outlined by Moses 1000's of years before.  His way of life set before us all would save us from the wars we create, the murders we commit, the stealing, the cheating, the lies we make, and any chaotic evil life one may choose.  At the heart of God is undefiled unadulterated love; love unlike our love nor can we truly understand.  And even when God said, “…so loved the world that He sent His only begotten Son…” it is difficult for us to fully grasp the magnitude of this act from God.  Not thinking of Him as the creator of the entire galaxy, everything on earth and sending His only Son to live as one of His creations.  It is as if we being human were to become an ant and live the life of an ant.  Jesus being God and living as human should have demonstrated to us all that the life He called us to live is first possible, second a reflection of true love, and lastly a path that is not negotiable.  

The light to all nations was the children of Israel and from the same people Jesus came teaching and preaching the same message of the prophets and His Father.  He also warned the majority of those who knew of Him would be deceived.  The sad thing is this: the Light of creation took it upon Himself and came into the world to set the examples for us to live by so that we would be saved from our own destruction.  While most of the world claims to be Christian, the majority practice denomination and not what Christ taught and practiced.  

Biblical References: 

Matthew 24:4-5

Matthew 24:4-5

Luke 6:46

Matthew 28:20, NIV

Mark 7:8-9

Matthew 19:17

Matthew 7:22-23

Acts 5:29

Romans 1:5, NIV

Colossians 2:6-7

Colossians 2:8 (compare Mark 7:8-9, 13)

Titus 1:10-11

Mark 13:22

Many Have Died

Since the Word of God began to be preached to the gentiles, men have tried to guide the ship or path that Christians should take or what laws they should obey.  No matter who they claim to be, men have come and gone from this world, many claiming to be working in the name of God and few actually working for God.

Although there are hundreds of denominational teachings under the Christian umbrella that professes to know God, the majority of them profess "Love" to be the key.  (We can reference Jesus’ words, “If you love Me, keep My commandments." (John 14))  We can say this, but merely teaching someone to keep the commandments doesn't give anyone salvation.  The key word is ‘love,’ and it is there where the emphasis should be.  

Although the majority of Christians do no not keep the commandments set forth by God for mankind, many prefer those set by Cannon Law, as in Sunday, in place of the Biblical Sabbath.  However, by merely keeping the Biblical Sabbath does not make any one person closer to God than those who do not.  Of course, there are ramifications as a result of not keeping it (according to the Bible), but that is not the subject at this time.  

From the beginning, men have made promises to obey God and to keep God's commandments.  So Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before them all these words which the LORD commanded him. Then all the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.” So Moses brought back the words of the people to the LORD". (Exodus 19:7)  Shortly after they fell into disobedience of their promise to God.  Even the Pharisees where very proud to be the keepers and the upholders of God's commandments however, There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God .” John 3:1-3
It was clear that the Pharisees were merely following their teaching of the commandments and enforcing them and their church doctrine upon people.  However, they did not have the Spirit of God, and according to scripture, they were not on the path to salvation.  Often times we become so fixated on our denominations doctrine, which it practices, and emphasizes while setting parameters that people must meet.  One such as the clothing a person should or should not wear.  Where some churches calls for the members to dress up in fancy clothes, while others calls for the members to dress down in modest clothing, along with other diverse practices.  Additionally, some denominations even state their requirements the day that a visitor steps inside their doors and unsuspectingly, these churches have only substituted God’s commandments or added their own set of rules to them.  Of course, almost all of these practices are derived from various places within the Bible. 

Not seeing the link, many churches are simply repeating the actions of the Pharisees and the early Roman Church, by trying to get its people to abide by their denomination’s teaching but at a different level.  We have sadly failed to realize that God did not put us here to judge each other, nor can we convert hearts to God by setting forth commandments and/or rules that people must follow to come to God.  Instead, it is God's spirit that converts hearts and minds.  The emphasis should never be in any denomination’s doctrine or rules of any given church, but rather seeking God’s Righteousness.  What has one gained by obeying some commandments, some rules, and not having given their heart, mind and soul to God? (Mark 8:36)

From the heart and mind, we as individuals learn to seek God even more, building our love relationship with God at heights way beyond this world.  From there, we learn to love God as David did, "Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; For they are ever with me." Psalm 119. 

It is then that we bask in all of God's Commandments according to the Spirit of God and not the commandments of men that derived from man and the spirit of the earth.  We learn that true heavenly things descend from above and never ever originate, and/or are given birth to from the earth, neither in spirit nor in material form.  We learn to abhor that which is evil, no matter what form it comes in.  We learn to respect our bodies and others in every way.  To include the purity of virginity, which has almost become an obsolete subject in Christianity simply because our bodies are not ours and that the temple of God dwells within.  And everything else the Bibles teach us and not just the ones any given denomination emphasizes or chooses to follow.

Sadly but true, there is clear evidence that as new denominations continue to emerge from Christianity today, and just as the well-established denominations, they emphasize their doctrine but not conversion of the individual’s heart and mind to God. 

As many people go through the process of baptism, attending sermons, while learning and adhering to the churches doctrine, many Christians continue to chase sin.  They continue to follow the ways of this world, and seek selfish gain even at the expense of other members.  If it where not true, then the wide spread ill moral problems, the high risky behaviors, and criminal acts of members and leaders we have under the Christian Faith would not exist at the high levels that they do.  These problems not only mirror those of other faiths and non-believers, but also in some areas exceed non-Christians, and the trend continues to grow.  What?  “For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.” (James 3:16)
"The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” John 3:8 
There is only God’s way and it leads us to full obedience and not to partial obedience – DO NOT be fooled and think portions of God’s words do not apply to you because of your denomination.  Many have died serving their denomination and have never known God.  True love for God cannot be found in obedience to men.  You only have one life, so get it right.  Catch the spirit and never let go…

Biblical References:

Romans 1:17

Romans 1:23

Romans 1:25

Romans 1: 26-27

Romans 1:28-32

1 John 5:3

John 3:6

1st Corinthians 13:4-8

Psalm 52:8

Psalm 136:2

Trust in the LORD with all your heart

and lean not on your own understanding;

in all your ways acknowledge Him,

and He will direct your paths.

Proverbs 3, 5-6

What Spirit

The Spirit of God is a blessing to us, but we refuse to accept God's Spirit as it is, what it stands for, what it teaches us and how it directs us to obedience.  Instead of listening, adhering or following His Spirit, we reject God's spirit by falsifying His teachings.  We make lies to His commandments and we ignore the examples of what He practiced while living on earth.

No one wants to believe that that one day their mother, father, brother, sister, grandmother, grandfather, or even their child, will someday die and spend eternity in hell.  The reality is, no matter what relationship we have with them, someone or all can easily die and go to hell.

What is truly important to us?  Our family, friends, money, fame, wealth, health, God? What?

Fact: A recent study has found that Mega Church members are more educated but less likely to tithe ten percent, volunteer less, and know little about the Bible.  How is it that many Churches spend more time addressing money issues, measuring blessings through monetary and material gain, at the same time the preachers are becoming wealthier?

A practice that is not seen, nor practiced in the Bible by any prophet, disciple or preacher. 

Matthew 19. Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

Mark 4. But the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.

Timothy 3. Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double tongued, not given too much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience

Timothy 6. Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.

Titus 1. For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.

1st Peter 5. The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 

Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the flock.

Why has so much emphasis been put on monetary and material things?  True Biblical concerns as charity, divorce, and moral lifestyles are issues far more important than those subjects of discussion which has risen up out of the earth and taken center stage for many would-be Christians.

1st Corinthians 13. And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

Just as monetary wealth and material gain has sprung up from the earth and has become of great importance to so many Christians, this same entity from the earth has been hard at work redirecting heavenly matters and making them of no importance here on earth.  Although many have been so easily convinced and see the biblical connection of having such things, this same entity of the earth is very clever and has had a great track record in convincing Christians in distancing themselves even from that which God considers Holy.

Known as the Holy day, God's Sabbath, has been rejected by Christians for more than 1000 years.  Just as in corrupting God's word for acquiring self-wealth and overindulging, while others struggle and some die of starvation.  Just as they turned their backs on God's commandments, corrupting God's word's for themselves, changing a day that was set aside for reflection upon God Himself, the creator - a day of rest, relaxation, peace, joy - a day we show respect not only to the creator, but also His beautiful creations.

In place of God's Holy day and commandment, Christians are taught to ignore such a day, and substitute their own day and their own way of paying respect, typically doing as they please - giving little or nor reverence to the creator, but more to the creation.  This taking away of God's authority or belief in the ability to change such a time, does not come from heaven, but as clearly said by God Himself, would come from that entity from below.

Because it is instilled in us to ignore even that which God states is Holy, it should not surprise any of us that we would not look beyond our own needs or self, and do just as Cain did when he decided to bring his offering before the Lord versus at an appointed time.  And because of this self-centeredness, of course we have learned to consider ourselves more so than those who are truly in dire need.

Many will be born into this world and many will go out from this world, having claimed to have known God, but too many have been stripped of their identify or link between themselves and God.  Having lived, they think that because they have lived in the service of pleasing men and not God, that they have lived for God.

Live to please God and not to for the sake of yourself or to satisfy your religion.  Keep that which God says is pure, pure.  Keep that which God says is Holy, Holy.

Soul Devout

For what purpose do we preach the word of God?  For what purpose do we open our lives to others?  What is it that we are trying to achieve in the end, and how do we measure if we have had success?  On the other hand, how can we teach about obedience when we refuse to be obedient ourselves?  How can we teach about not being adulterous, when we are open to adultery?  How can we speak about abominations when we lust after abominable things?  How can we exalt God's Commandments when we reject the ones God has given us in lieu of our own?

I started this survey, by asking Christians about God's Commandments and I received a wide range of responses from people, but two of those who responded made me think.  One came from a young man whose father is a preacher, and in one of his replies, he said in all the years he heard his father preach, there were parts of the Commandments his father never spoke on.  One was the Sabbath, and I asked him why not, He replied, "I don't know, my father never gave a sermon on it."  He also said that, "the Commandments are not something people focus on, or brought to our attention anymore, so people tend to stop practicing them."

Hearing this, I couldn't help but to remember the Hasidic Jews who came to America in masses after WW II.  These people refused to be converted to what they termed, "loose American moral laws", instead worked hard to maintain the purity of the Commandments of God especially the beauty of the Biblical Sabbath.  This also reminded me of another response from a woman who was in her mid to late fifties.  She stated, "The Jews don't even believe in Christ."  Not understanding her point, I asked, ‘If we believe Jesus is God, and that Jesus was obedient to the Word of His Father, why would this prevent us from being obedient to the Father and Son?’

It is because of these same moral laws that we are so willing to make mention of, but unwilling to obey, that we have such ill moral laws in our country.  We call ourselves Christians, yet we have the highest divorce rate in the world.  We can blame these divorce laws on the non-Christians, or the Atheist, but it is not them who are forcing the Christians to divorce, in fact, Christians divorce rate are much higher than non-Christians and Atheist.  We can call ourselves Christians, but it is the Christians who are willing to compromise same-sex relations in the name of equality.  It is this same mentality that is willing to accept religious leaders who’s lives are riddled with sin and ill moral lives, while it's church members simply sit by and say, "They are men also."

Christians, don't blame the world, don't blame the ill moral society, nor blame Satan; it is you who are willing to compromise God's Commandments for the sake of calling yourself Christian.  It was not God who granted you the authority to make or change commandments for the sake of your religion or for the Christian faith, with your methods of teaching the Bible - convincing millions to go astray from the truth.  It was you – man - and it is because of this great compromise that many more compromises have followed. 

Did you not know this would come?  The cat has come out of the bag and your religion is out of control, and this is the burden you must bare.

While we have been so consumed with our denomination's beliefs, many have perished and many many more will perish while insisting upon being called a Christian and never knowing God.  True Christian is not about one person's beliefs, nor does it pertain to any ones religion. 

The things that matter most and should be important to us are the things that God has said are important to Him.  It is through true faithfulness to the full Word of God that helps us meditate on such things set before us by God, so that we know what is pure and holly, and not moved by the immoral lives of anyone or anything in this world.

Seek to have a heart that is pure.  Seek to have a mind that is clear of anything wrong.  Seek a devout soul.

06/11/09
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Tora! Tora! Tora

There is a war that wages within all of us, in every man, in every woman, in every child - just the same, this war wages in me.  This war has been going on for many centuries and will go on for many more years to come. Not only is this war being fought inside each and every one of us, it surrounds us at every end as it is limitless and has no projected end.  Many of us refuse to acknowledge this war.  We refuse to call it what it is and refuse to try to understand it.  Instead of learning from this war, or understanding its intent, or even fighting it, many have given in.  And instead of calling it really what it is, we downplay as if it is acceptable sin although God says it will condemn us in the end.

In our Country, our so-called Christian religion continues to fall into the deep abyss.  The proof, the evidence of this, is reflected in our daily lifestyles, our decision making, our culture, and our morals, which are so gravely ill. But we don't even recognize who the number one culprit is.  It is not our government, not our teachers, not our mothers, not our fathers, not even our churches, but the person we see every time we look in the mirror.

Instead of standing up and shouting and stomping our feet about ill morals in this Country, most religious people are more concerned about themselves, preaching and hearing messages of prosperity, than calling sin, sin. Instead of uniting for what is righteous according to God, not according to men, nor according to ones religion, they are more concerned about building and expanding - bringing in money while their ears tingle at the excitement in the message while failing to understand the broad difference in what it means to worship God versus attending worship.

May our ill morals come in the form of man lusting after a woman, married or not, sin is sin. "But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart."
May it come in the form of the mate we seek, male upon male or female on another, it is abomination in any form.

"Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination."

"If a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them." 

"And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet."
Who are we that we condone such things?  We are misled by words as, bible based (fundamental principle: the main principle or starting point of a system or theory) and believe it means to be God condone or practiced. We are lost in the world and the importance of ones own religion and church community and are far from Godly acceptance.

Who are we that we practice such things?  Yet continue to refer to them as of god, although n though they have all the makings of Satan. Revelation “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth."

The war is here; it has always been here as it has waged on for many years; long before any of us.  The battles have been near and far, but we must all ask ourselves, what does it mean to be a Christian?  Looking at what is going on in our Country, it is quite obvious that its meaning is not of God.  Wake up!  War is raging!  Tora! Tora! Tora!  The war is raging and Satan has taken more control.

05/29/09

Children of god

Every city is the same.  No matter where you travel, no matter the town, no matter what City, and even in your parishes, all are the same.  You find the same crimes, the same corruption, men and women dying from the violent hands and acts of others, etc.  Prisons being filled with men who have committed terrible crimes, some so terrible they have had to incarcerate them as if they were worse than the most ferocious animal anyone could imagine.  Some prisons so filled that they burst at the seams, unless they must let some go. Each City, each town, and even the parishes have its own night life, when violence comes alive and the hunted shall die.

Then there is the day where every City, every town, and every parish is the same.  You will find the same churches, the same religions, the same preachers, and the same priest lining their pockets and becoming rich as well as taking liberty to indulge in their sins, but hide them behind closed doors.  And when the people, who call themselves sons and daughters of god come out to their church houses and chapels to get their sermon, to fill them up with their weekly dose of god. Just to be released back into the streets and into their houses as they send them all on their merry way - back into their busy, busy, lives, where no one will know that they have been selling god for price and profit.  Meanwhile, people’s personal lives slip deeper and deeper into despair, and suicide has become people’s comforter, while crime seems to be the rule from top to bottom. 

One should ask where you are preacher?  Where are you pastor?  Where are you priest?  How is it that you grow in girth, your church has enlarged, and your wealth has become as the well-off, yet people are living more and more in despair?  The people have lost their houses, they have turned to violence, and the young and old are becoming more and more imprisoned.  Where are your people, where are your helpers- how is it these things have enlarged so greatly while you sit as a king?  What have you taught them that they so quickly turn to sin?

Obey, Fear, and Love

Lately, it seems that we have been spending more time talking to people about God, so I asked my wife, “How would you tell someone you truly loved, as if they were a brother or sister, who’s religious practices has historically led to destruction. What would you say to convince that person to do as God has said and if you didn’t say anything you knew they were going to die?” She replied, “Obey God, Fear God, and Love God with all your heart.”

So I asked her, “But, how can you convince people who are led by their emotions and feelings, who’s religious leaders convince them to focus on positive thinking, where personal gain is measured as blessings, while at the same time the depravity of Christianity continues to sink beyond measure, that it would be almost a misrepresentation to call it Christian at all, of course definitely not of God?”

The absent Savior is no longer present, but has been replaced by eloquent speakers who has so cleverly convinced so many of their lucre, while living as the rich and famous, but perhaps those things which are of Biblical importance; divorce, high volume acts of sin and violence, dietary health risk that has reshaped our entire countries approach to medicine both in children and adults. Where normal tendencies have become out dated and abnormalities have become the norm, to abominations becoming beautiful.

Again I asked her, “Truly, how do you convince someone who you truly love, that if they don’t see God, for who He is, and for what He has said they will surely die?”

She replied, “Have you not seen the majestic beauty of the work of God? Have you seen the awesomeness of God’s creation of The Earth and how He formed the Milky Way that is forever so breathtaking, with its beautiful bright vibrant colors, that leave you in awe? Have you not seen the planets, the moons and the Sun? Have you not considered how cleverly He placed them in their perfect place and with just a breath, gave us life?

Then she said, “God does not need us, we need God. And if you can’t get that, then you deserve what you will get…”

Obey, Fear and Love

This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.”

Christian < God

All Concerned,

To shed some light on the recent comments that have been in the news about America and how it was built on Christian values and the radical statements that are being made to take back control of the US government.  

In order for us to better understand the mind of those who have made such comments, one must learn what it means to be a Christian.

Growing up in a Christian home, with Christian values, and beliefs does not necessarily mean doing the will of God or even being in sync with God.  To truly understand what God's plans where for Christian (Gentiles) we would have to go back before Jesus Christ walked the earth, all the way back to the Old Testament.

Before Paul and Peter uttered a single word to any Gentile/Christian in the New Testament about salvation, God had foretold His plan to bring His Word to the Christian and lay out His blue print in how He would do this and through this plan, gentiles would receive salvation and the God of the heavens would become their God.

Salvation for the Gentiles (Isaiah 56:1-8)
Thus says the LORD:

“ Keep justice, and do righteousness, For My salvation is about to come, And My righteousness to be revealed. Blessed is the man who does this, And the son of man who lays hold on it; Who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, And keeps his hand from doing any evil.” Do not let the son of the foreigner Who has joined himself to the LORD Speak, saying, 

“ The LORD has utterly separated me from His people”; Nor let the eunuch say, “ Here I am, a dry tree.” For thus says the LORD: To the eunuchs who keep My Sabbaths, And choose what pleases Me, And hold fast My covenant, Even to them I will give in My house And within My walls a place and a name Better than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name That shall not be cut off. “ Also the sons of the foreigner Who join themselves to the LORD, to serve Him, And to love the name of the LORD, to be His servants—Everyone who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, And holds fast My covenant— Even them I will bring to My holy mountain, And make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices. Will be accepted on My altar; For My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.” The Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, says, “Yet I will gather to him Others besides those who are gathered to him.”

Although there is a popular belief out there in the Christian community to belittle God, by teaching that because the Jews rejected Jesus Christ as their Savior, God all of a sudden had to re-think His plan by making a quick decision to have The Word preached to the Christians thus giving them authority. 

It is easy to fall trap into this popular belief of supposed Christian authority, simply because Christians as known today, versus the Christian’s during the 2nd century, these early 2nd century Christians all practiced according to the writings of the prophets and the teachings of Jesus Christ. However, the doctrine and worship practices so widely known in Christian churches today actually derived from the Roman Catholic Church.

The Catholic Encyclopedia

“The authority to enact laws obligatory on all the faithful belongs to the Church by the very nature of her constitution. Entrusted with the original deposit of Christian revelation, she is the appointed public organ and interpreter of that revelation for all time. For the effective discharge of her high office, she must be empowered to give to her laws the gravest sanction. These laws when they bind universally have for their object.”

The authority she has given herself reaches into every Christian religion and has built her frame work or blue print, if I may say, in many Christian religions to this very day.  So when you hear people making such comments in the news, telling people to take over the government, despite Jesus Christ never condone such acts, but spoke against such things, the history of the Roman Church is proof that such acts are very acceptable. 

And as we mix those things, which are considered Godly, with those things, considered worldly during this time of reflection of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Even though such things as, Easter Bunnies, Easter Eggs, and other such things have nothing to do with the Savior’s Resurrection.  Keep in mind that in Christian doctrine, such things are definitely allowed, regardless that the Bible has always been very clear on the dangers of mixing Godly things with worldly things no matter how we want to apply them or the form these things come in.

If we have not learned anything in this country which we live, this we should recognize and know.  Most Christians are more concerned about being a Christian and hardly concerned with what God is fully telling us on how to conduct our lives and how to express true love towards Him and others.  So, when we hear such comments in the news, calling for people to rise up against their own government to restore her Christian values, don’t be surprised and think that such comments are not Christian. They are very much part of the ever so polluted Christian systems that is so well known today. 

God Vs. man

Many times, we have talked about biblical topics and while doing so, we have made comments and/or used our religious beliefs as if they came from the mouth of God Himself.  Now concerning the Sabbath, there has been many things written on the subject, but the majority does not take into consideration what God said.

There are some who argue that Emperor Constantine changed the Sabbath from the seventh day (Saturday) to Sunday and they say he did this after becoming a Christian.  Prior to Constantine becoming a Christian, he was without doubt a Pagan as the majority of Rome was. It is said he worshiped the god, Apollo the Olympian - god of the Sun, the Light, the Music and the Prophecy.

For those of you who recall your Greek Mythology classes, this should sound familiar to you, but to those who do not it would be best to learn a bit about the Greek gods, who in turn became the Roman gods.  I say this because to this day, there are many religion's whose worship practices come directly from those gods and the only thing different is the title of the religion and names of its deity.

One thing that Constantine did in 325AD was put into effect the Nicene Creed; this made one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church for all Christians.  Now we can all claim to be Christians and we can say that to be a Christian is to follow Christ, but did you know that Jesus was not called Jesus Christ.  He was called Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, and Son of Joseph.  Although Christ is so well known that we would think Jesus’ last name was Christ.

It was not until gentiles began to follow the teachings of Jesus that the name Christ came into effect.  And as time passed Catholics which had become the only authorized word of God, had full authority to put down any other church and it's doctrine that did not follow her teachings. And we all know the history of the Catholic Church and how it ruled most of the known world at the time.

Now we can all become lost in what is true and what is not.  Not to mention any religion’s practice, because religion does not give salvation, but can lead you to death.  Only God can give Salvation and His everlasting Word must stand true if we believe in His every word.

Fact: Exodus 16:11-36: This is the thing which Jehovah hath commanded, Gather ye of it every man according to his eating; an omer a head, according to the number of your persons, shall ye take it, every man for them that are in his tent. And the children of Israel did so, and gathered some more, some less. And when they measured it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating. And Moses said unto them, Let no man leave of it till the morning.

Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred worms, and became foul: and Moses was wroth with them. And they gathered it morning by morning, every man according to his eating: and when the sun waxed hot, it melted. And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for each one: and all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses. And he said unto them, This is that which Jehovah hath spoken, Tomorrow is a solemn rest, a holy sabbath unto Jehovah: bake that which ye will bake, and boil that which ye will boil; and all that remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the morning. 

And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade: and it did not become foul, neither was there any worm therein. And Moses said, Eat that to-day; for to-day is a sabbath unto Jehovah: to-day ye shall not find it in the field. Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day is the sabbath, in it there shall be none. And it came to pass on the seventh day, that there went out some of the people to gather, and they found none. (28) And Jehovah said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my commandments and my laws? 
This was the practice before the Ten Commandments were given:

Fact: Exodus 35:1-3: And Moses assembled all the congregation of the children of Israel, and said unto them, These are the words which Jehovah hath commanded, that ye should do them. Six days shall work be done; but on the seventh day there shall be to you a holy day, a sabbath of solemn rest to Jehovah: whosoever doeth any work therein shall be put to death. Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon the sabbath day.

This was the penalty after the giving of the Ten Commandments.:

Fact: Isaiah 56: 1-8: Thus saith Jehovah, Keep ye justice, and do righteousness; for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed. Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that holdeth it fast; that keepeth the sabbath from profaning it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil. Neither let the foreigner, that hath joined himself to Jehovah, speak, saying, Jehovah will surely separate me from his people; neither let the eunuch say, (3)Behold, I am a dry tree. For thus saith Jehovah of the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and hold fast my covenant: (5)Unto them will I give in my house and within my walls a memorial and a name better than of sons and of daughters; I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off. (6)Also the foreigners that join themselves to Jehovah, to minister unto him, and to love the name of Jehovah, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from profaning it, and holdeth fast my covenant; (7)even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. The Lord Jehovah, who gathereth the outcasts of Israel, saith, Yet will I gather others to him, besides his own that are gathered.
This was God's Word to Gentiles and His Sabbath:

Fact: Isaiah 66:18-24: For I know their works and their thoughts: the time cometh, that I will gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and shall see my glory. And I will set a sign among them, and I will send such as escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the nations. 

And they shall bring all your brethren out of all the nations for an oblation unto Jehovah, upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith Jehovah, as the children of Israel bring their oblation in a clean vessel into the house of Jehovah. And of them also will I take for priests and for Levites, saith Jehovah. 

For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith Jehovah, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith Jehovah. And they shall go forth, and look upon the dead bodies of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh. 

This is Gods concert word on the subject of the Sabbath itself at the end of times:

Fact: Acts 13:42-48: And as they went out, they besought that these words might be spoken to them the next sabbath. Now when the synagogue broke up, many of the Jews and of the devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas; who, speaking to them, urged them to continue in the grace of God. (44)And the next sabbath almost the whole city was gathered together to hear the word of God. 

But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with jealousy, and contradicted the things which were spoken by Paul, and blasphemed. (46)And Paul and Barnabas spake out boldly, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first be spoken to you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee for a light of the Gentiles, That thou shouldest be for salvation unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

(48)And as the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of God: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

Fact: Acts 15:22-23: For Moses from generations of old hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath. Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men out of their company, and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren: and they wrote thus by them, The apostles and the elders, brethren, unto the brethren who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greeting:
Now we can argue many things concerning the day that is called the Sabbath.  But no matter what we say, no matter what your church says, no matter what I say, there was an honoring of the Sabbath at the beginning of the Bible before the Ten Commandments were given, there was one after, and there was one during Jesus’ walk on earth. 

We can say Christians have their own Sabbath, but in conclusion and using the Bible alone, there wasn't nor is there any God given authority given to men to make their own laws or Sabbaths. 

Even at the end of the world there is still God's Sabbath.  So, no matter what we say, our love for God and that which we call righteous, is not according to us but always according to God calling it righteous. 

We can search the Bible’s scriptures to find holes in this subject, so as to find reason not to obey, but if you search Roman Catholic doctrine one will find it's origin and the authority. In turn, one will understand even more, the difference between God and religion. 

Fact Revelation 14: Here is the patience of the saints, they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. (13)And I heard the voice from heaven saying, Write, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; for their works follow with them. And I saw, and behold, a white cloud; and on the cloud I saw one sitting like unto a son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand sharp sickle. 

And another angel came out from the temple, crying with a great voice to him that sat on the cloud, Send forth thy sickle, and reap: for the hour to reap is come; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. (19)And he that sat on the cloud cast his sickle upon the earth; and the earth was reaped. Another angel came out from the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, he that hath power over fire; and he called with a great voice to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Send forth thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 

And the angel cast his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vintage of the earth, and cast it into the winepress, the great winepress, of the wrath of God. (20)And the winepress are trodden without the city, and there came out blood from the winepress, even unto the bridles of the horses, as far as a thousand and six hundred furlongs.
I am not speaking on this subject for religious reasons, nor for myself, but for those who call upon the name God, are of the God of heaven and not of the earth.  For many people have been beguiled by the doctrine of men and presenting it as the word of God. 

It is my prayer that all of us will see the full truth and not be lost in what the Bible refers to as refined old aged doctrine of men.

John 4:22

Ye worship that which ye know not: we worship that which we know; for salvation is from the Jews (Jesus).

Listen To Christ First

Last night I had a dream, and in this dream I was talking to a young man who talked about various things from what was going on in his life, to education, and to what his goals were. When I interjected the topic of God, he said in so many words that, "I don't want to do that because it puts limits on what I can do" and the dream ended.

Last night during Sabbath here in our apartment, we watched the film the Gospel of John and once again I was moved by what the Bible says. In Chapters 3 and 4, it talks about how God entrusted His only begotten Son to teach the people. Christ in turns says to obey His Father and that if we obey what He (being Christ) says they will be saved. He also says other things in these chapters, like the dead and the living won't see God until the resurrection… and that the people of the church during the time were not worshiping God but being obedient to man and Satan. He also tells the woman at the well that the Gentiles don't really know who God is, but the Jews do because it is because of the Jews that salvation comes to the gentiles.

There are many other things Christ says and teaches, but we can not grasp everything all at once. I know you and many other people like to listen to religious speakers such as TD Jakes, Dollar dude, Joel Olsteen, and Joyce Meyers and that is good if they bring you closer to God. But, as I said to the older man in the previous email, I can't subscribe to their teachings or the teachings of main stream Christianity. First of all these people are not God nor are they any Savior as Christ. Today we ignore what came out of Christ's mouth for the sake of our lifestyle and or our religion. These people twist the scripture around so that we would believe one of the apostles had the authority to change commandments or resurrections of men versus what Christ said and taught. Now that’s crazy! 

In these two chapters in the book of John, it talks about obedience to God.  Additionally, it says that when God returns, He will show those who have been disobedient to Him and that they obeyed not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

In the book of Revelation, it talks about going to the churches of Satan. Now Jesus Christ told the churches during His time, that they were so consumed by their rituals, their church functions/practices, and how they had twisted the commandments for their own desire, that they had become a church of Satan. That question remains today. Although the church leaders and people told Christ that they were the church of God, they were not. We may think that the answer is simply love, but it is a lot more. The word love should put you, me - all of us into motion and action not according to men but rather to God. It is because … 

As it is written, If you love Me keep My commandments-so shall it be…

(John 14:15)

It’s that simple, but it is only the beginning.

01/03/09

Doctrine of Salvation

No one has yet come back from the dead to tell us that God is real and His way truly gives salvation. God has however, given us the Bible so that we can understand Him and to know His likes and dislikes. I had most interesting conversation with a man of God who was 20 years older than me. As I listened to his beliefs and how he used scripture to satisfy his beliefs and justify his church’s doctrine I was astonished. 

When I asked this older gentleman about scriptures that directly followed the scripture he had previously quoted, he had an excuse, purposefully ignored the scriptures, and/or used other scriptures to support what he was saying.

Taking the doctrine of God and converting it to the doctrine of men has been around for a very long time (Mark Chp 7).  Way too often, men have taken the Word of God and changed it to satisfy their culture or way of life. And the masses are convinced of their doctrine by teaching immortality of the conscious mind by granting them a place in heaven.  They change God's Holy Commandments as they choose to fit into their life style, and claim exclusivity by calling themselves the bride of Christ. All of these things and more are taught to convince the masses to believe in their doctrine and worship according to them-Doctrine which contradicts God’s Holy Word and not of God, but of men and Satan himself. 

The older man I mentioned previously has the same Bible I have. So why does he not see the same things I see in the scriptures.  It is simple. I am not just nor am I I righteous, only God my Father is. I have no authority only the authority or position God gives me upon this earth. Men believe that God has empowered them to alter His words, His Commandments for the sake of the gospel. 

As I told the older gentleman, "I can not, nor will I subscribe to the popular teachings of Christian doctrine."

I say now that I would take death rather than submit to the commandments that have been altered by men are called God's.

God commands us not to add or take away from the words which He has written. As I said I was astonished by what this older man would leave out and interject scripture at will where he chose to support his religion. The Bible has a purpose.  It is not meant to be manipulated or turned around and upside down like a jigsaw puzzle so that we force some type of understanding from it. 

Remember when Christ said, “this Doctrine or this Gospel?”  He was not speaking about something that would be said or taught 100 years later only to be justified by taking it out of context through the words of one of the apostles. Christ was talking present tense.  He was and is talking what God had and has written. 

If we are unwilling to allow all the words of Christ to reign supreme in our life by acknowledging His full thoughts when He speaks and not take out what we choose, how are we any better than those who came before us? Christ Himself said their worship was in vain, then what does it make us?

As I said, no one has come back from the dead to tell us that God is real and His way truly gives salvation. Either we get on board according to God and His commandments or our worship is in vain. Not because I say so, but God tells us that we condemn ourselves because of the decision we make and who we will obey.

No matter how we dress it up, the vine of the earth is to be destroyed. Let not your worship be in vain, but according to the Word of God.

Set aside your religion this coming year.  Set aside what your mother and father practiced and the traditions of men, but instead cling to all that is written according to the content and intent in which it was written.

this is my prayer... 

December 31, 2008
Battle For The Mind

Subdued by the will of the world we have forgotten how to fight. 

Every day we battle sin. Every day we decide who we will serve, who will control our mind. Men disguised, as men of God, teach their commandments, exalt their way of life, and convince us to ignore God's commandments.

Subdued by the will of the world we have forgotten how to fight.

We have been put into a position that we so easily and willingly accept what is not acceptable to God - preferring the mind of men rather than to know the mind of God.

Subdued by the will of the world we have forgotten how to fight. 

Subdued by the will of the world our disobedience is not disobedient in the eyes of our god. Gossip is not known as gossip but considered as being informed and not what it really is. Procrastination is considered a way of life and is widely acceptable, and it doesn't matter if someone lies about what or when they say they'll do something, it is their prerogative. Cheating is no longer considered cheating as it what friends do.

Subdued by the will of the world we have forgotten how to fight.

We invite violence and ill moral thinking into our children’s lives with the games and movies we purchase and display for them to watch and learn but we can't understand why so many schools can't deal or teach our children cause of their evil or violent outbreaks in school - and we wonder why our child acts that way.

Subdued by the will of the world we have forgotten how to fight.

We rarely make time to feed our children wholesome meals, but rather feed them whatever is convenient from fast foods, junk foods, to processed foods, but we can't comprehend why so many children have Attention Deficit Disorders, learning problems and other health concerns. 

Subdued by the will of the world we have forgotten how to fight.

"Satan does not cease to make every effort to corrupt the faith of believers. He knows whom to ply with the zest of greed, whom to assail with the allurements of the belly, before whom to set the attractions of self-indulgence, in whom to instill the poison of jealousy: there is no one whose habits he does not sift, whose cares he does not winnow, whose affections he does not pry into: and wherever he sees a man most absorbed in work, there he seeks opportunity to injure him."

The simplistic approach that Satan took when he tempted Eve with food, just as he also tried to tempt Christ with food. This simplistic approach has been applied many of times over and over and we being subdued by the will of the world, we have forgotten how to fight, that we unknowingly ignore simple logic. As simple as putting garbage in could only result in garbage coming out. Instead, we develop our own standards and our own way that seems to ignore the consequences of our actions. We have sought garbage out and made it part of our lives, our minds are so filled with its substance that we turn to the world for god's solution and not to God for what He has written.

So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. (Revelation 14:19)

We will reap the garbage that we have sown... 

Something to Think About

I must start out by saying that I am not trying to attack anyone's religion. It does not please me to say some things, but I must say what is true.

A good friend of mine who is part of one of the Bible studies said to me, "I know you are giving this Bible study to me hoping that I will join your church."

I replied, "I do not care if you ever come to our church, I am giving you this Bible study so that you will have a foundation of what God is and what He is not. The Commandments of God are the foundation of Truth and there is only one Truth and that comes from God. I am hoping that wherever you decide to attend church that you will go to one that teaches and practices what God says and not be lost in doctrines of men."

The Bible was written on a level so that even the common person could understand it. It was done so that you, I and everyone else would have direct access to GOD. Now when Jesus Christ walked the earth, the Pharisees made people believe that they were the exclusive interpreters of the Word of God. After Christ was crucified, the Roman Catholic Church stood up around 80AD and proclaimed to have this same exclusive position.

Today's Christian people don't seem to have much concern that one religion practices this and another one that. They believe it is all about God and it does not matter. Some trade sermons on Hell and the book on Revelation for up beat sermons or talks that produces positive Christian thinking to make you feel good. We don't want to hear what the entire Bible is saying because it conflicts what we believe and practice. We do not think that it was the tradition of men that caused Christ to be crucified. We do not think that it was the doctrine of men that put many people to death under the Roman Church system.

We do not think that it was the true Jewish followers of Christ that taught us Gentiles who God was and is and how to worship Him. We do not think that it was God who allowed the Jewish nation to go into captivity time after time because of their disobedience in their worship or putting the doctrine of men first which caused them to worship other than according to God. We do not think that even though God brought correction to the Jewish people time after time, that during this whole time He never corrected any nation of the Gentiles, but allowed them to continue in their own mixed worship.

Please read you Bible in fullness and continually

This is my prayer

Who is The Man in The Mirror

For years now, I have been telling everybody and anybody who would take time to hear my words to take time to listen to my voice and understand what I am saying.  Although they do hear my voice, they do not understand what I am saying or from where I am coming from with my words.  They hear my voice but their reality does not allow them to understand.  It is because of their reality that they do not understand.   Their reality is not my reality.

For years now I have been writing through emails telling anybody and everybody who cared to listen, to listen to the Words of God and not to your religion.  Some say ‘I believe what I believe and what I practice is because of my religion.’  

I know that such comments are peoples excuse for them to hear but not to listen to what God is saying.  At the same time, I understand their reality does not allow them to understand what I am saying.  My words are not my words but, written in stone by the Hand of God Himself.

Reality-We live in a capital rich country where the Man we call Jesus comes in the image of what is portrayed on Sunday morning Christian television shows in one of the top countries that produces four pounds of food per day per person.  We are part of the same world that has a large number of people starving, living malnourished lives and some dying due to lack of food.

Reality-While we live in a country that has many diseases attributed to over indulgence, hoarding and or gluttonous behavior has resulted in obesity and death.  A country where people who'd rather be given a pill or told it is hereditary in order to cure the before mentioned behaviors, symptoms, and other things.

Reality-A world that lives and produces more than enough capital to help everyone yet the majority of the people in the world live in poverty and can barely make ends meet, purchase clothes to wear, and some can hardly afford basic elementary education.  We live in a country that has an addiction to buying, debt with no end, and leading the world in credit card household debt. 

As I said it is because of their reality that they do not understand-their reality is not my reality.  

We live in a country where the official speaker of god is on television selling things or has written a new book on himself or about God.  We live in a country where there are numerous churches and numerous religions in any given city.  We live in a country where people’s gods tells them to measure their blessing by the things they have acquired.  We live in a country where people rather obey circumstances instead of the Word of God.  The same circumstances would have you paying attention to the symptom and not the problem.

As I said their reality is not my reality nor can I comprehend their reality.  While the media, the television shows, and official religious speakers of god all agree with one another, being bombarded by this portrayal of what and who God is, one could not help but find themselves believing and becoming part of this reality.

Our country struggles with having excess food intake, excess spending, and other things many people of the world starve and live in poverty.  And we being self professed Christians who is it we see when we look at the person in the mirror that has told us to focus on our desires and to turn a blind eye to impoverished circumstances and lives. 

Comforted by what they see in the mirror they are very well satisfied...  Their reality does not allow them to accept nor understand this; therefore, they shall not lift a hand to help.

Mission to Deceive

There is no mystery to the many ways of the evil one's deception. Adam and Eve had direct communication with God and were still deceived, and we should never think that we are immune or would not fall prey to Satan's attacks. Satan's goal is to deceive and there are no limits to his lies, cheating, appeal, or doing whatever it takes to make you believe other than what God has said.  It is Satan's desire to continue to have you in his grasp.  We must always beware of this because if not, we will easily fall into his way of thinking and not even realize that we had. Some of us may think, 'I go to church, I am a deacon or I am on the board' and so we believe that we are less likely to be fooled, but in reality there are no limits to who Satan will attempt to deceive. As an example, there are many popular teachings and beliefs coming directly from the church that many people believe, practice and hold faith to, but they are biblically untrue.  One of the most popular is the sermon that preaches people into heaven upon their death. Although this is a popular teaching and believed by many, it is not truth. Of course, it does give comfort to people, but to come to this conclusion one must ignore many scriptures that talk about it in pure black and white.  At the same time, people don't consider it blasphemy for man to claim this ability, to judge one another or to even have the authority to place a person in God's heaven which means man has given Salvation. Nor do they think they are causing more people to go astray than to come to God. Of course they look at the congregation and see it grow and believe more people are coming to God. Yet they do not consider the reality that the majority of people are living their lives as they please, because in the end the preacher will give their eulogy and they will be whisked up into the heavens just as the preacher has done many times before.

The evil one's goal is to deceive (repeatedly warned by Christ and Paul the Apostle) and has been very successful in splintering many beliefs and practices underneath the umbrella of the Christian faith. This is not an issue of disputing one's beliefs, but of full truth. Truth does not come by scriptures that only support one's church or beliefs nor does truth cause one to discount scriptures that do not fit into their religion. Moreover, truth does not develop from fragments of scripture, some of which could easily put you on a course opposite of heaven.

When the Word became flesh, it did not refer to the man from earth but to the divine. Again, there is no end to many ways in which the evil one will try and have already succeeded [even until this hour.]

A Nation Deceived

On occasion, my wife a few friends and I get together on Sunday mornings at a local coffeehouse for tea. This Sunday morning one of our friends was going to go to church and she had a low cut dress on with a push up bra. So I asked her about her attire. She thought it was perfectly acceptable for wearing it to church and thought it made her look more feminine and womanly. 

What was interesting was my wife and I was channel surfing the night before and we listened to a sermon on the same subject. Even after telling our friend about the sermon and adding that the New Testament addresses this same subject she made it clear that her attire was perfectly acceptable.  And thought nothing of the titillation action she had going on and that it did not make her less of a Christian.

I said that Sis, to bring up this point. During the whole discussion, we talked about many other things within the Bible, our economy, work, etc. But from all the discussions we had, it is sadly amazing how us Christians are so Christian yet are so far removed from the Word of God. I made it clear to our friend that I was not her judge, nor does her attire make her more or less a Christian. What is troubling is that we have become so lost in subjects of discussions of what it means to be a Christian.  We become lost in nonsense words as conservatives and liberals that we totally ignore the point God is making or the full Word of God.

As an example, I am sure you have heard many times the story of the fall of Adam and Eve, but I want to bring to your attention what was the most important thing in this part of the story.

Genesis 3 

[1] Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”  [2] And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; [3] but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’” [4] Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.

Now the serpent addressed only the part "you shall not die," but the most important part to Eve was God's direct commandment, "NOT to eat…NOT to touch."

Now had Eve listened to this part she would not have been lost in placing importance of the partial thought "you shall not die."

Today we are exactly the same with little or no difference. We act as if God has sent us Christians new commandments, but He has not. We act as if we have been in the garden too long and need a change of scenery. We act as if there is new church doctrine for the year 2008. We act as if there is an updated new version of the Word of God.

My friend totally missed the point in her attire, thinking it would be too conservative to cover her breast versus listening to New Testament biblical instructions as it is clear that it is an example of holy respect, respect of others and prevention of temptation. God gives us a direct commandment of rest.  And like the serpent, we look for ways out of doing what He has commanded and only address part of what God has said and do as the serpent and totally ignore the, “you shall not” part.

My sister, as much as we like to believe we are so Christian, we are a nation far removed from the word of God, but more empowered by self will.

Final Who's Faith

To conclude this thought on faith as we all know the Words of the Bible are not according to us and not according to our religion. I can honestly say I would not have fully understood the gravity of this had I not lived outside the umbrella of the US and it's beliefs. At the same time my speculation of what is going on in others countries with their religion and the EU uniting even more and possibly creating a president may mean nothing to you. But I am going tell what I understand not to convince you and not to say what you are doing is wrong, but to show you a defining line of men laws over God's Laws.

This issue was brought up many years ago concerning God's commandments and the Sabbath. We all know to this day there are many teachings out there concerning this subject.  Maybe it does not matter what day you rest-pick a day, the commandments died at the cross, so and so changed in the Bible etc.

I am bringing this back up because what I think will happen in our lifetime and will be a dividing line of allegiance, respect and humility to God or to man. When I look back at the Words Jesus spoke concerning this subject I can go back to the Old Testament and find the exact same words or language in the Old Testament when God spoke. Of course, God is Jesus so of course Jesus would have only repeated what He (being God) said in the old Testament. 

At the same time when Jesus talks of this doctrine He is not talking about the New Testament because it hasn't happened yet or is the making, so this means what is already being practiced or in existence.

I am not only emphasizing the Commandments and the Sabbath only, but how we read the Bible which is very crucial to our faith or according to God's Faith. This is why I say, read through the eyes of the writer ad not through the lens of ones religion. By doing so, we open the doors to more clear and indisputable understanding.

To conclude what I said when I initially began this email some days ago, there are current working plans to bring countries monetary systems and religions under one umbrella. My hypothetical question is if man made it a law to worship on Sunday and unlawful to worship on Saturday whose law would we be obeying God's or mans.

In addition, you would be required to vow honor and respect to the Pope. All I am saying is if you hear of these things twenty years from now you can say, I remember Robert talking about that long time ago. 

Something to think about.

Let God's commandments ring fully and holy no matter where we are in our walk with Christ.

Who's Faith?

Just recently I had a conversation with someone and they brought up a letter that I had written to them more than 10 years ago. In this letter, I had written telling them to make the right decision based on truth and not circumstances. Anyway, this person said they could see now how important those words were and had they known the impact of the decisions they chose they would have done differently.

The same is with the Bible. I have been reading the book of Hebrews and it referred me back to the book of Deuteronomy. When I read Deuteronomy, it reminds me of the above conversation. It reminds me of a parent or guardian trying to guard their loved one from harm, by teaching them what is right and what is wrong. It is amazing how beautiful God's instructions are in this book and why He set them for us to follow. At the same time I can't comprehend how we as Christians could so easily and willfully ignore such books of the Bible. 

I do know that the illusion or delusion that many people are under does not permit them to see God how He is versus how they perceive Him to be. When we go back in history - back to the life and times of the Jewish people BC and the Roman Empire - you understand even more why things were as they were back then and you understand why things are the way they are today. Back then there were no churches on every corner; at least not churches of our God. Yes there were places to worship, but most were not of our God.

Jewish people and believers of God assembled together sometimes even secretly. There were no Bibles as we have now yet the Gospel seemed somewhat clearer then than it is today. There was far less separation of the Word than we have today. In some places it appears that people understood God's commandments so well that it reflected in their daily lives, and reverence towards God. 

To conclude it should not take us years to comprehend what God is telling us before we act. We should not live as if we have tomorrow to make it right. But because we know there should be an urgency inside of us to act in our own lives for God and to help as much as possible to make others to understand so that none of us will be lost when it counts.

May His Commandments shine through and true as He would want them.

Amen

Who's Faith?

All you have to do is have faith...

Who's faith or faith according to who?

Hebrews 11: But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
Let me repeat that in another version

Hebrews 11: And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Definition:

Characterized by steady, earnest, and energetic effort : pai

HYPERLINK "http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/painstaking"
nstaking <a diligent worker> nstaking <a diligent worker>

Who's faith or faith according to who? God.

Sisters, I know there are some things I harp on more than others. It is not that I am trying to get people to practice what I practice or believe what I believe. My greatest concern for us Smith's is that we will be fooled by the events that are taking place in this world that we live. This year alone has had several historic events.  One being the financial melt down, which has forced countries to link their monetary systems even more (to include the US). Thirteen years before the Euro currency went into effect I can recall talking about Europe and other countries having a linked monetary system. 

When the Bible talks in general it speaks on a global scale and not as Americans typically thinks it does, as it relates to them. Right now, there is work in progress in European countries and the US to bring all religions under one system. If you did not know, Christianity here in the United States with it's many churches and religions is not the same in Europe where some governments are still tied to the church. As I said, this concerns me especially for us all, because I really do believe we will see the book of Revelation start to unfold so clearly in our lifetime. And like Obama says in this clip, who's religion do you teach? Which parts do we cast aside and which do you practice? According to Revelation, people will be given a choice to obey doctrine of men or else.

It is because of these basic principals of the Bible that we so easily compromise right now I honestly believe that we being Smith's will do the same if and when the time comes.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nqhxkc9jTjY&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ep2u4xvYhjw&NR=1
Check out my reply to a self professed religious authenticator of Christians 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7FkHu-4hZgI&feature=related
Written Saturday, November 15, 2008 

To You,

I have a dream, that one day all my brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews friends acquaintances and everyone else I know will come to know God unlike they ever dreamt they would. That their lives would be changed tremendously and they would acknowledge God fully with all their heart and mind and treat God as He says and not as they want Him to be.

I know some of us are thinking that we are walking in the foot steps of God and that God is the center of our life, but just because we say so does not make it true. We live in a time where politician's crafty words move people to act on their behalf, who dream up ridiculous terms as left and right and tell you that one is more Godly. A time where religion is more import than The Word of God. 

Where books of men and women who teach religion become the gateway to God and the Word of God loops back to according to the book of religion. Most of us can't see this mix of words because we are stuck in the loop. The propaganda of lies have consumed us through television and the majority of media outlets repetition of lies. They have incorporated God and religion into the loop and because of our lack of knowledge of God, we simply believe they are one although they are far apart.

We have been courted wined and dined by the spirit of the earth and are very satisfied with the meal we have received and our religious beliefs. Of course, we can't comprehend certain books and passages within the Bible our mind has been trained to block them out during our reading. Our preachers, our pastors, our bishops, and our teachers will never give sermons or teach them because they go against the religion.

Like clever politicians they draft only the scriptures that support their religion of lies and partial truths. And like some politicians they are filled with negative comments about others. By putting down the opposition, by belittling them as if to stand above them. While their goal is to make themselves look better that they may convince you even more that you would believe their lies.  But we have been led to think that these words taken from the Bible - taken out of content and formed to create another meaning are one in the same as the word of God. Rather they are words taken out of content and formed into the words of men thus creating religions and commandments of men. We don't think that such things are in reality lies and or partial truths mixed together making them lies. 

It is my dream that we look beyond this and become totally focused on the Word of God and the Word of God alone and His commandments.  So that when such things comes into question, so that when the spirit of the earth dominates this world even more that we will recognize truth according to God.  That we will no longer be caught up in obeying commandments of men and be able to distinguish between right and wrong and that God will occupy all our heart, mind and soul.  And in turn we commit to God over and over every day in our life that we will never loose focus. 

That we may put into practices by not turning to the left or to the right that we may do as our Lord God has commanded us. 

This is my prayer

rob

Is Time On Our Side

One of the greatest empires was the Roman Empire, which began to crumble within, and then the outer Countries began to carve it up by whatever means necessary. The reckless actions of our government have caused deep problems for Europe, England, Japan and many other countries and have made our economy fragile. We toss money out - billions of dollars - to prevent statewide panic and economic meltdown with no thought of where this money comes from and without any guarantee.  Just today, China criticized our reckless actions that brought about this mess, to not only ourselves but also the world.

Only God knows where this current mess will all end. It is easy to become consumed by all the happenings at this time, just the same it will become easy to be consumed by all the sorrows that are still to come. We are putting too much faith in people. Not only is our Country facing major inner finance problem, but has been hit time after time with huge natural disasters and wars. I say this because we believe in people and what they say, but do not cling onto the word of God at every turn and speed bump in our life. If for some reason, our economy was to fall on its face where would we turn? What would become of our daily lives and the actions of the common person on the streets?

Only God knows where all this is going, but if this would happened to be the time the Bible talks of with the world economic melt down what would we do? I know many people believe that God could come at any time although I would never believe that. Would we know what the bible says not to do or would we follow man? All I can say is if this is that time we had best put our focus on God so that we do not become overwhelmed with the world's problems.

The world will have us focus on things that we should not and before we know it, (if we ever know) it's too late. The world has its own heartbeat, and then there is God's heartbeat. 

Last night I had two dreams. In one of the dreams, we were at a relative's house where we had started to watch a movie that was supposed to be a Christian movie, and the people in it were supposed to be Christians as well.  In the end of the dream I came to this conclusion that people are Christian because they call themselves one. But not because they follow the teachings of Jesus Christ.

The second dream was were I was going into one of those little hole-in-the-wall restaurants and a church group was coming out. The church group was the typical Baptist - the women had on their tight skirts, big hats and high heels and the men had flashy or shiny suits. On the way in, one of the men made a comment to me about giving him time to get out the door. He didn't know that his church friends/women had pushed the door and pinned him behind it, and from this act we began our conversation. In the end, we all gathered around and they asked me to pray. After praying I talked to them especially the young men about keeping their eyes on God at all times and that even when they do wrong they immediately turn to God so that they do not become consumed by this world and the things that it has to offer.

Jesus Christ in His own words tells us that the road of this world is wide and that many will follow and that the road to God is narrow and few will enter. It is easy to lose our way in life and be consumed by the world. Jesus Christ in His own words also tells us that the anti-Christ will come and deceive people through the church to do his will and not God's will. Paul Himself said that the anti-Christ was already at work during his time (2000 years ago). It is not that we or I have it all right because we don't. However, it is as clear as day that when you hear some of these sermons in some of these churches and by some of these TV preachers, what team they are playing on. It is clear when you sit down with them and learn how they study the bible to come to their conclusions so that they create their teachings and sermons what team they are playing for.

People picture the anti-Christ as a beast, a terror who speaks harshly against God and He is not. He is a smooth talker who convinces people using the words of God. He shifts events around in the Bible so you do not know what is to come. He teaches men that they have the power - the power to change God's commandments. He makes you focus on things that have no importance. He makes you believe in things and spend time on things that have zero value. He teaches blasphemy so that you wouldn't even know it. Every avenue you turn down there is a different bizarre teaching and understanding of things in the Christian faith thus the multitude of religions and fragments of little connection of the Bible itself. Of course, most people don't know they have already been deceived by the anti-Christ just like con men you don't know until it is all over. The anti-Christ's goal is to get as many on his side by whatever means necessary. 

From the words of Jesus Christ Himself He says, 'I'd prefer you hot or cold' so that He could distinguish what you were, but if you are 'lukewarm,' He will spew you out. This is not an issue of religions, but an issue of heart and mind. The question is for all of us who is our Lord? The Bible says there are many anti-Christ and that they are men. Who has our heart and mind? The Bible says there are two vines. One, which is from Jesus and the other one will spring up from the earth.

The question for all of us should be, who are we and who are we going to obey? Who is our Lord?

In reality when we ask this question to ourselves, it is not always an easy one to answer. The simply thing to is to continue down the path we are on and to cling on to the world we live in and know. But before long, we will feel comfortable in our decision and join the rest of the world and forget that we even had this decision to make in our life.

On the other hand, we can say I am stepping up, I am stepping out and I will be and do as You have said Lord God. I will be faithful to You God and obey as You have said. Set me aside from the rest of this world so that I will understand and do as You have instructed me. Let me learn from You and You alone and not through the words of men. For You are my Lord and You alone and it is You my God I will obey.

I have said it before and I say it now, religion does not save anyone nor does it give salvation.  Religion can however, condemn people through its practices. No one has gone to heaven because of his or her religion. Of course people attend funerals and the pastor says they are in heaven now, but such a comment is a flat out lie, however it makes the living relatives feel comforted. Nevertheless, no man has the authority to put any one in heaven or in hell, but we hear such things and fall into the trap of the whole religious process and foolishly believe it. Only God can give salvation and we can't say with 100% accuracy who will and who won't be saved. If we do, then we make the Bible and the words of Christ a lie. It is because of these many lies that we have so many Christian religions. We being the foolish ones can't see this. We ignore the Bible in its fullness and only pay attention to the pieces and parts that fit our religion. And we either ignore it, do not know, or have no desire to know history as it applies to the Bible.

The Word of God is simple as it was written for us so that we would know what is and was a follower of God. It was written so that we would not be deceived so that we would know God's likes and dislikes. Today some of the things Christians call good and acceptable, the Bible calls an abomination. Some things the Bible calls unholy we call righteous. Some things we say are acceptable the Bible says are punishable by death. What an amazing time we live!

Although we are living in 2008, God does not give us permission to change or defile His words or His commandments. And if we think so, then we truly have been deceived. Do we not know what was the end result each and every time a person, king, profit or a system changed the word of God?  Do we not know the Bible says these things will happen over and over again and what their outcome will be? Like a rerun on TV are we expecting a different outcome?

Like P.E. once said, "Do not believe the HYPE."

What is popular is not necessarily true.

God alone only gives salvation!

Religious Facts

To those who will listen

'Everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship.'

Most of us would agree that we are living in end times, but many Christians do not believe in conclusive or factual truths concerning the Bible, or at least you wouldn't think so.

Fact: Over the centuries, Christianity has divided into numerous denominations (more than 1000).  The three main branches of Christianity are Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant. 

Fact: There are far less than 10 sects of Judaism - the differences between Jewish denominations, which are more commonly known as movements.  While Christian denominations differ chiefly in matters of doctrine, Jewish denominations differ from one another primarily with regard to practice. 

Fact: As a whole, Islam is less divided than Christianity and Judaism.  The vast majority of the world's Muslims are Sunnis.

Fact: With the conversion of Emperor Constantine in 318 AD, the then Christian church began to adopt a governmental structure mirroring that of the Empire.  Historians consider the Roman bishop Leo I (440-461) the first pope, as he was the first to claim ultimate authority over all of Christendom.

Fact: Christians are the only religion out of the three that teach they have the authority to change The Commandments of God. For example, all these practices change every commandment that the Bible tells us how to honor and worship God. 

Religious practices instituted by men:

1. The worship of Mary and use of "Mother of God", began around 431 AD

2. Prayers directed to Mary, dead saints and angels, began around 600 AD

3. Kissing of pope's foot began with Pope Constantine around 709 AD

4. Worship of cross, images and relics authorized began around 786 AD

5.  Sun worship was strong in the Church of Rome.  Many pagans joined because Constantine made it a popular thing.  He himself was a sun worshipper.  His conversion was nominal and he eventually passed a law in AD 321 that you should honor Sunday.  This is where Sunday worship comes from.  Any scholar with any knowledge whatsoever will acknowledge this.  Sunday was the pagan's day for worshipping their sun god. (Day of the Sun).  The church eventually adopted many pagan customs and beliefs and they tried to hide them in a garb of Christianity.  Sunday worship was never taught by the disciples. (THIS IS A HISTORICAL FACT AS WELL - One which the Catholic Church admits to and can be found in any Catholic books store.) 

The Commandments of God:

“You shall have no other gods before Me. 

4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 5 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 

7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain. 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.

Fact: And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.

Fact: Muslims and Jews do not believe Jesus Christ is the Messiah, but only a prophet.

Fact: Altering the Commandments of God is never well received according to the Bible.  In-fact the Bible only associates God's wrath and destruction on those who altering or manipulate the Commandments of God.

Fact: Christian churches tend not to cover/teach text in the bible that does not coincide/apply to their religion: Jewish synagogues/churches teach the whole bible.

I know for some of us what Christ taught means the world to us, for some of us, His teachings are new ground, and for others, His teachings mean very little.  I do not mention these things to bring division or to point out faults in any religion.  I understand the world has convinced most Christians that these things are acceptable although they are not.  Christ was very clear in His five sermons and His warning before he was crucified. Taking into consideration the fact that, both Jews and Muslims do not believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah.  We must conclude that Christ's warning was to the Christians that most of us would be deceived by false prophets (and taking note to our multitude of Christian religions makes it very easy and possible).  I understand many have fallen prey to the belief or practice that their religion gives or sales salvation.  I understand the grace that the bible talks of is not the same scandalous grace that is taught today, but has its origin from Germany.

I understand that these changes in the Commandments of God by us causes us to unconsciously pull God down from His majestic heavenly place and at the same time exalt ourselves so that we are a bit more equal.  If we believe that we have the authority to take such an action as to change the law of God to satisfy our religion, would this not belittle the word of God, and then would we really call it of God? Wouldn't this action make it the righteousness of men and not the righteousness of God?  Are we so bold to change God's laws..?  I understand that our actions diminish the purity of The Word of God.  I understand that it could make some of us forget or not realize that we are creations and servants and God is the divine creator.  I understand that some of us have had the same mindset for our entire life and feel that what our religion practices are perfectly acceptable. 

For me I understand that Christ practiced what His father practiced, not only that, but He also followed the Will of His Father both then and now.  I know His life was sacrificed so that I could live.  His death is unlike any other.  But at the same time, I am reminded of the sacrifice that my parents made.  I am reminded of the death of so many Africans, African Americans, and others that died fighting for what were right.  Just the same I do not want to diminish their sacrifices and what they fought for and treat their sacrifices as if it meant little or nothing by treading upon their life's work, nor would I tread upon the Word of God by fashioning His word into my religion. 

The word of God is not to be learned through sound bites of bits and pieces of information, through catchy emails, or through partial daily text reading.  The Word of God is learned through faithful readings of full thoughts - reflecting upon all of it through prayer, and actions.  I hear many people talking about heaven and what they want to do when they get there.  My prayer is this, that for all the people I know who have fallen trap to the sin of placing the word of men over The Word of God, I pray that God will give them breath until they come into His Truth and not man's truth.  I pray that God will hold back His wrath as spoken in Revelations against those who are covenant breakers and those who would not keep God's Commandments.  This is my prayer and my hope that none of us would perish, and that we would humble ourselves to the full word of God.

As it is written by Hosea: 

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.  Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.

And written by 1st John:

Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 7 Brethren,[a] I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning.[b]"

"Everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the gold image." -Daniel.

Please, Please read the Bible through the eyes of the writers, and not through the lens of our religion.  Be honest about sin... 

Always 

rob
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Exodus 20
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Romans 1:31

Hosea 4:6

1 John 2

Satan's Hermeneutics

There is a popular teaching out there in the biblical world called 'Hermeneutics.'  It may be described as the development and study of theories of the interpretation and understanding of texts.  In contemporary usage in religious studies, hermeneutics refers to the study of the interpretation of religious texts.  It is more broadly used in contemporary philosophy to denote the study of theories and methods of the interpretation of all texts and systems of meaning.  Now this philosophy or way of teaching is not new, but the word itself is current. 

Now as modern-day individuals like to think we've stumbled upon something new in using this word with the Bible.  We have bible scholars, preachers, and prominent people who use extravagant words that some of us have to search for a dictionary to understand their meaning.  Some people love to have high level philosophical conversations about the Bible to show that they are well learned.  I tell you Sister, none of these things matter if we do not have true love for God.

For Jesus said to him, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’[d] 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’[e] 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40)

Are we so advanced in this modern day society that we can be so easily carried away by such words and that we rather listen to doctrines that make us feel good while simultaneously teach us not to obey His commandments? Shall we ignore part of the scriptures to satisfy our religion?

Was it Christ or someone else who said, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:17-20)

Sister, for many years now, you were asleep - walking in the doctrine of men.  Being carried away by doctrines that teach that they have the power to save, yet can not.  Many of us were also asleep, preferring words that made us feel good, and would rather listen to a moving sermon than to study God's word for ourselves.  Unknowing that Christ's Words had been cleverly misrepresented and twisted to satisfy our religion.  Becoming consumed by catchy emails of prayers and promised blessings, as if they fulfill the study of the Word of God.  

No longer do we ignore the many scriptures and text that we were taught to ignore because they did not apply to us.  No longer can we abandon God's Commandments or pretend as if they do not exist.  No longer do we prefer cheap doctrines that only focus on the popular and positive, but not true love.  No longer are we satisfied with imitations of false doctrine and untrue faulty commandments that contradict the Word of God by offering circumstances as the rule versus what is the rule/accepted Godly practice.  No longer shall we carefully pick the scriptures that apply and toss out those that we don't agree with.  No longer shall we live life according to someone else, but according to the full thoughts of what God has written.  No longer will we be fooled by those places and things that look Godly and are not.  No longer will we live by our righteousness, but by God's righteousness. 

Let us pray always that God guides our feet that we do not fall trap by those who teach to trample on the Words of our Savior because of His death and resurrection. 

Let us not be ignorant and think that Paul's warnings to us are not for us, and are for someone other than us.  For he said they knew God, yet still they changed the word of God to satisfy themselves.  Did not Christ warn us that many would claim god, but would practice lawlessness? (Matt.24:5)  Did He not say Satan would make war with those who kept God's Commandments? Did he also not say at the end of time that He would reward those who kept the commandments of God and faithful to Him? (Matthew 7:21 and Revelation 12:17 and 14th Chap.)

Sister The Word of God is not to be tailored to our acceptance and liking, as one would prepare a dinner plate at a buffet.  The Word is simply love, respect and, fear, which drives us to action, and being moved to do the whole will of God through spirit and absolute truth. 

Do not boast of yourself, but our Savior and His Holy Word.  Let us not judge one another, but help one another by using sound scriptures.  Let us not live in partial text nor should we teach in partial text, rather let us live and teach one another through full text, thought, and practice. 

For our Lord and Savior has said so shall it be!

This is my prayer and hope for you and the rest of us always.

Rob

References:
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Modern Day

The time is modern day present today. The Word is present in the atmosphere and everyone is talking about the signs of the times... 

The time is modern day Roman Empire. The talk of the Christ is in the air and many people are talking about the prophecies of the Messiah being fulfilled...

The time is modern day Babylonian Empire; there is talk of the true God. King Nebuchadnezzar brings attention to God's existence and the gentiles come to know His name...

Prophets and prophecies, knowledge and existence - none of it means anything. From 4000BC to 2000AD to the present modern-day era, we still have the tendency to reject The Word of God and run from Him. We build religions and/or denominations giving them names and some no names, as if the name or the no-name gives us refuge or a safe haven with salvation. 

There was as time when many temples stood. A time where people went and worshipped their many different gods. The lands were filled with altars for this god and that god, a time that came before and during Christ.

And then one day all of the altars, the many temples, and all the gods for this and that, magically disappeared and have not been seen ever since. The harsh reality is it was more like the events that took place after the children of Israel were led to the base of the mountain at Mount Sinai. A time filled with violence and rebellion against the Word of God.

And the temples, their altars of worship and their beliefs in other gods became one with the One and only God. 

The time is modern-day 2008AD. The names of the gods have changed, but the practice remains the same. They call Him the One and only God, but the worship is still the same as it was before Jesus came. Idle gods occupy the land, and the doctrines of men rule the land. It is impossible for them to see, that whom they worship is not of the God that created the heavens and the seas, but of men who act so religiously.

From the death of Jesus Christ to about 300AD, true Christians followed the Man of the heavens and they died for what they believed. And then one day the men of the earth liked what they had seen and made their religions one with the One who created the heavens and the sea. 

Isaiah said, when this would come to be that they would honor those things which had no righteousness for God to see. Daniel said, they would seek to change God's commandments and make them of no effect, but the beast of the sea would like them so tenderly. The words of Jesus would become an echo for many, yet few will truly follow Him.

Paul said, they would have the appearance of being of God, but lack the spirit of God.

But no matter what we say or what we try to explain and teach many will not hear it for their minds are silent and will not receive. Christ says these things must be until the end of time, so that He will know that which is... and that which is not... 

Allow God to define who He is. He tells us what He likes and what He dislikes. His words are true and everlasting we do not need to define that which existed long before we did.

Don't become lost in religion that we lose our way to God.

For Christ Himself said in Matthew chap 22:

36"Master, which is the great commandment in the law?" 37 Jesus said unto him, "`Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.' 38This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like unto it: `Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.' 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 

Let us not become lost in this world that we live, that we ignore or lose our way to what Christ, our only Savior, has said.

Out Reach

The other day I was approached by a couple of people doing outreach for their religion.  I applaud people who do outreach ministry; I think it is a wonderful thing.  It is during outreach ministry that has taught me more about what the world is thinking and inspires me to study and understand God even more.  During the conversation with the outreach duo we brushed upon many subjects of the Bible.  As we talked on I made it clear that I respect peoples beliefs simply because we have the free will of choice. 

As the conversation went on the outreach-two insisted that their religion was truly of God because of the fruit in which their religion produced.  Listening to them, I did not take into account their religion’s past actions towards minorities.  But they brought up a very interesting fact: The fruit in which their religion produced.  How does one determine success?  It was evident that they were claiming love and the numbers of their congregation proved their fruit and acceptance by God.  I have heard this before along with measuring your blessings by the material stuff you have. 

I know today more than ever that we live in a time where new doctrine is being born and people insist on using the Bible, in text, out text, and partial text to justify what they believe.  I even brought up the man in Florida with many followers in and outside of the U.S. who made the same claim.  But still, as I listened, I did find it very difficult to accept their doctrine as being the same as God's doctrine.

Now I know in life, sometimes we do the right thing and sometimes we do the wrong thing.  But as I said I respect people’s decision to believe what they believe.  However, for myself, I cannot put my faith in any religion that preaches, teaches, and practices their own doctrine and not God's, [although they call it God's.]  Did not Paul say, “And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.”  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.

As I said previously, we are ripe for a major change, we are ripe for great deception and it will happen.  We don't know the Word of God and we listen to anything that sounds good.  We live in a world where partial truths are good and full truths are turned into wrong or just not talked about.  And as I pointed out to in Revelations,  "Here is the patience of the saints; here are those[a] who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." 

The decision is ours to make.  And unless someone can show me through sound proven doctrine, that is practiced and accepted by God I am captive to what is written by God and inspired by men of the Bible.  For it is said that the Bible is the only doctrine and so, I hold my Faith to God and His Words alone.  I will not be moved.

May God be with us in all our decisions. 

Amen
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Dark Ages

From our conception, we have been taught to understand the word of God according to the denomination in which we were born.  Through the years, we've learned to listen to ministers, preachers, teachers, bishops, and priest who speak of God.  But often use the occasion of a sermon to voice their political opinions and/or talk about things that have nothing to do with teaching the word of God.  They inject their sermons with such things and we believe them to be right and do not question what we have heard, but believe it to be true and have learned little or nothing about God.

There was a time, which our history books called the, "Dark Ages."  A time where the True Word of God was scarce, a time where men grossly misused God's Word for their own advantage.  It is from this aftermath of darkness, where men changed God's commandments to suit themselves that we find ourselves in today.  It is from this loss of the Word of God that today we think we truly believe God excludes us from parts of His commandments, and that He has given us the authority to change His commandments to coincide with who we are [or claim.]

Ignoring the root meanings of words we intermix them, we extract text and place them nicely out of text to support our beliefs or what we want to convey or to convince.  We disobey the word "Obedience" by interjecting it with a dose of legalisms, and hefty portions of grace. We call it God, but the reality is it is all man.

What is it about the words "No" or "Thou Shalt Not" that we don't understand?  All the commandments, the same that was true yesterday are true still today.  Who are we to believe and/or even think that we can re-write that which was written by God in stone?

It is here we must think long and hard and ask a serious question.  Who really is guiding my ship?

As always, do not read the Bible through the lens of your religion, but through the eyes of the writers.

This is my prayer

Rob

The Sign Between you and God

The other day I heard a sermon on the radio about the Sabbath.  It is interesting to hear a sermon about the Sabbath especially here in America.  Of course, the person giving the sermon was not an American although he was a Christian.

I was talking to a childhood friend the other day and we were talking about God and religion.  She talked about how Americans are so preoccupied with material goods that they have no depth when it comes to God.  This comment came as no surprise, having done a lot of traveling in my life I would have to agree with her 110 percent.  The Apostle Paul ran into this same problem in Athens during his time.

I am not sure how far you have stepped out of your religion, but I can say for myself that I have visited some churches that just blew me away.  The names of a religion are never important, but what a church believes, practices and worships can be the difference in life or death.  Here in America we are bombarded with supposed religious people.  There are so many religious leaders writing this book and that book that if you believed and followed half of what you heard or read you'd be lost.

There is no mystery why we have an unbelievable division in our Christian faith; there is no mystery why there is more than 1000 different Christian religions.  We think we got it right, but we don't.  We think because we are America that it means something more than Germany or Italy but it doesn't.  We think that our wealth or status means we are in favor by God but we are not.  Before us, there were many countries that had great wealth and superior power and they were not even Christians.  We are blind, and we are too arrogant and proud to know we are blind.

Our Faith is dedicated to men who use us for their own gain.  We are so brainwashed by men that we can't even see it.  We say we are faithful, to whom are we faithful?  We are more faithful to the words of men and not to God.  The Sabbath was given to men as a sign between men and God and we have taken a negative tone towards God and His Sabbath.  Preachers, Pastors, Bishops, and Priests often present God's Sabbath, not my religion's Sabbath, but God's Sabbath in a negative tone.  What is wrong with us that we don't want this time with God?  Are we so preoccupied?!

As I said, we are blind, but we think we see.  The Sabbath was a simple act of love and obedience to God, a day which is supposed to be of great positive-ness, of spending it with the Divine - a day of deep conviction.  The only Holy day God said for us to set aside for Him.  Yet we are so convicted to obey men and not God, we even use God's Word's against God so that we may obey men.  Like a teacher stomping his feet driving home the importance of a subject just before a test.  God's Sabbath is mentioned more than any other Commandment.

II Thessalonians:

1Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 

2That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 

3Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

4Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

5Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 

6And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 

7For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 

8And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 

9Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 

10And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

11And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 

12That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

13But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 

14Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

15Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle. 

16Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 

17Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.

Isaiah 58: 13-14

13 " If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day, if you call the Sabbath a delight and the Lord's holy day honorable, and if you honor it by not going your own way and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, 
14 then you will find your joy in the LORD, and I will cause you to ride on the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob." The mouth of the LORD has spoken.

For me I'd rather die having held on to God's Truth, His Tradition, His Gospel, His Doctrine than that of men.  For the Bible makes it clear that the beast is of men (Rev 13).  And it is men who believe they have such power to change the Word and/or Commandments of God.

For God said in Hebrews (The us meaning Jewish and them meaning other than Jewish) 

Hebrews 4: 1-13

1 Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it. 

2 For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them,[a] not being mixed with faith in those who heard it. 3 For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: “ So I swore in My wrath, ‘ They shall not enter My rest,’”[b] although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 

4 For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all His works”;[c] 

5 and again in this place: “They shall not enter My rest.”[d]

6 Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of disobedience,

7 again He designates a certain day, saying in David, “Today,” after such a long time, as it has been said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.”[e]

8 For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day. 

9 There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. 

10 For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His. 

The Word Discovers Our Condition

11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience. 

12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.
You will also find these words written by David in Psalms 95 
What I have said here is nothing new, nor is it original as the Bible has repeatedly said the same thing in the New and Old Testament, meaning it is not to be ignored.

Read your Bible through the eyes of the writers and not through the lens of your religion.

This is my prayer.

BL

That's My King

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upGCMl_b0n4&feature=related
Even More of the Big Issue

I won't labor on this issue much more, but as I said before it is very difficult for us to comprehend these things simply because of our society and/or our culture.  Now had we all been raised in a country that practiced these things it would not be an issue.  Now we as American Christians can make the comment that we do practice the keeping of the Commandments of God, but that statement doesn't really hold water.  It is about as true as the statement, "Innocent until proven guilty." 

Like many things in life men have tried to control everything he touches and religion is no different.  Today, we are on living in the aftermath of man's control of the Word of God.  There is no mystery to what I am saying just open your Bible and read the four gospels.  As I mentioned before the first four commandments are tailored directly between God and man. 

The Bible makes it very clear that It is the Word of God.  The Bible also states that we are to live by every word of God.

Now we all know that Jesus came from the Jewish Nation, we also know that it was such Jewish people as Paul who taught the Gentiles who God was.  And we know that the Bible was written in Hebrew and in Greek. And if you didn't know, the Bible was translated in English around 1611 and is known today as the King James Bible.

Here’ the point: Either we believe in the origin of the Bible and that it is the inspired word of God or we don't.  If we don't believe in it's origin and that it is not the word of God, then serving God how we choose is fully acceptable and it does not matter how we go about it.  However if we believe in the Bible's origin and that it is the Word of God then we have no authority to change it.  We have to get on God's page and not on our own and stop expecting God to come and join us, if so, we are living in the aftermath of man's word over God's. We don't think nor do we pay attention to the fact that all four of the first four Commandments that tell man what God likes and dislikes was changed to suit mans monopoly on religion; after the death of Jesus Christ; up until the late 1500's.

We don't consider the original teachings of the Word of God by His people. We don't consider it appalling to change the Words of God's to suit ourselves. We don't think it blasphemous to say we have such authority - shouldn't we, or do we just do it and forget that it is done?  In time, we will change His word even more until the end of time.  We can all say we are faithful, but the question is who are we faithful to, men and his every changing laws that bend with time or to God who's Commandments are forever and ever?

Please read the Bible through the eyes of the writer and not through the lens of your religion.

This is my prayer Amen... 

More of The Big Issue

I understand fully that it is difficult to honor the Sabbath, simply because our culture teaches us not to honor it, so we don't.  There is no mystery why this commandment alone starts out telling us, “Remember the Sabbath” versus the others which start out, “Thou shalt not.”  It is as if God knew we would forget His Holy day.  Now we can say that us Christian's don't have to keep this Commandment of God's. Of course, the Bible doesn't teach this; this is a Commandment from men.  

Today, many religions look into the Bible to find words that justify their actions or to justify their religion's teachings.  The fact is this teaching can not be found anywhere in the Bible.  The only way we can make the Bible endorse the change in God's commandment, we would have to take several scriptures out of their written context.

Some people have no idea whatsoever why they don't honor God's Holy Commandment as they simply follow the crowd.

Imagine someone telling you that you could now skip the, Thou shalt not kill commandment, and that it was now acceptable to kill.  That is if the circumstances warrants killing and murdering. Or that it was okay to table the, Thou shalt not commit adultery commandment. And of course at a time you saw fitting you would have the option to have other sexual partners aside from your spouse.  I am sure in our society today we could somehow justify this new religious freedom.  Of course, this all sounds ridiculous, but we can't grasp that by not keeping the Sabbath is a sin, simple because our society has convinced us it is not.  But wasn't it Paul that said, “If it were not for God's commandments we would not know sin?”  WOW!

We can't internalize this issue because it is not in us. Brothers and Sisters, this is nothing new.  All that we are doing has already been done before.  Time after time, the Bible talks of men who claim to come in the name of God, and have changed His commandment's and afterwards God has said, “I never sent them.”  Repeatedly, satan has attacked the church and convinced them to obey him other than what is written.  Repeatedly, the Prophets have gone out and said, “Obey God's commandments and for us to come back to God.”  And then came Christ - God in the flesh who taught the same as God, and then came satan again and taught us not to obey The Word of God.

Many of us can't comprehend this because we live in a society where those who keep the commandments of men say, “Amen.”  And those who keep the commandments of God say, “Amen” also... Is this not what the Bible said it would come to be?

Revelations 12:17: And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
Too often we complicate what is written versus, that which is practiced. His Sabbath has given me peace and rest unlike I have ever known.

We must know that only God can give us salvation and peace. Man can only replicate that which God has already given...

BL

Just As Can Did

Genesis 4:2-7- 2 Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the LORD. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 6 So the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”
From the beginning of time the word of God was given to help man walk with God. But if we reject the counsel of God as did Cain, we can only hope that God’s grace will save us.  Today, in our modern day time, we have gone so far in using the Word of God to our advantage that some may have come entrapped to false teachings; allowing others to be easily mislead and living a life of willful sinning, yet still be considered in favor with God.  Such phrases as, "Once Saved Always Saved", should have no room in church doctrine and could easily cost many of souls to be lost for the kingdom of God.

Isaiah 14:13-14 - 13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.
Are we now so powerful that we can promise such things as salvation, or that we have the authority to place individuals in heaven?  To do so, we would have to ignore the full Gospel of God to make room for our own conclusion.

Hebrews 10:26 and  Hebrews 10:37-38 - 26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 37 For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. 38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.
Positive Christian thinking does not equate to God's Truth nor to God's Righteousness.  Do we ignore the price that Christ paid for our lives and make His sacrifice of no effect?  We may think that because God is love that these practices appear to go hand in hand with the Word of God.  We think it is kind to be able to say that this person or that person is in heaven upon their death.  We think it is only right to grant someone salvation and say “Once saved always saved.”  But we don't think such practices to be arrogant and blasphemous even when we don't have any authority to make such powerful and bold claims to heaven - a place we have not seen nor will ever be given such authority to make such claims.

Lets us not be as Cain and doing as we please yet still considering it acceptable to God.  The Word of God is the same Word today, as it will be tomorrow, as it was more than two thousand years ago.

It is my prayer that we all read the Word through the eyes of the writers and not one's denomination.

Amen...

The Wrong Right

The wrong righteousness. The dictionary definition is; acting in accord with divine or moral law: free from guilt or sin. a): morally right or justifiable <a righteous decision> b): arising from an outraged sense of justice or morality <righteous indignation>. in accordance with what is just, good, or proper.

In the Book of Job the title character is introduced to us as a person who is "perfect" in righteousness.  This does not mean that he is sinless.  "Perfect" in this sense means that his righteousness permeates every relationship of his life as his working principle.  After all, righteousness is a matter of relationships - with God, with things, and with other people.  The biblical definition of righteousness involves the inherent quality of God.  God is right because He is righteous, therefore God can only act righteously.  In one instance the word means being right; in another it is used to mean doing right; in still another case it means putting right.  Job qualifies as a righteous person on each of these counts, so much so that he is commended by God as "wholly righteous" or, translated into our terms, "perfect."

Now David was considered a man after God's heart.  God considered these two men just. Why?  Today when we read our Bibles we find them interesting, fun, and it makes us feel morally good to read it and to feel good about ourselves.  The same applies when we attend church it makes us feel good about ourselves. As long as we discount all the requirements such as holiness, perfection, and purity while ignoring the disqualification’s of anger, lust, immorality, impurity, greed, etc. 

Understand very clearly, the Bible wasn't even printed until 1516, but the early church thrived for 300 plus years without it.

Now the Book of Job is one of the oldest written books within the Bible. God did not consider these two men just because they were righteous in a mans sense of being morally right.  God considered them just because they were righteous according to the word of God and that is expressed in being obedient to His commandments.  The majority of us have fallen trap to church doctrine that has been in place prior to the Bible being printed, yet today call man's moral definition of righteousness the word of God. 

Please read your Bibles through the eyes of the writer and not through your religion.

This is my prayer
Rob

Ref1
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/right

Ref2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Job 

Ref3
http://www.hallvworthington.com/perfection.html

Ref4
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205:19-24;&version=31;

Sister

The words “Bible Belt” means nothing. It doesn't mean you are more close to God as well as it doesn’t mean you are favored by God. It is merely a phrase or term. Just the same I can call myself a Christian, but it doesn't mean one thing It is just a title. We! Now I mean all of us need to allow God to liberate us from these titles and other things that we hold so dear that has no benefit whatsoever. Because we are surrounded by such conversation on a daily basis, we become like the environment and easily lose track or never find the track which God has set for us to be on. 

If you have time, read the conversation between Jesus and the Scribes and Pharisees in John chapter eight. Here is the well established church of the time that did not know God. They thought they understood; they were going through all the motions as if they knew God. BUT out of the words and out of the mouth of our Savior Himself, He made it clear they were not about God's business.

There is no difference today. We have some well established church's here in America and abroad and just because we call it a church does not mean they are about God's business. If only We, as a family, would take time out and truly read our Bibles through the eyes of the writers and not through the eyes of religion, things would jump out of this book that you never noticed before. We have fallen trap to religion; things that are only associated with condemnation, fury and wrath from God in the bible. Yet, us modern-day Christians now say it is acceptable. But as you find in chapter eight just as they were, we are now so preoccupied with the words of men that the majority of us will never ever move from holding on to what we are doing. Such sayings that went something like this, "How can I trust you with greater things when you can't handle the least of things", rings very loud and true right now.

God is not coming for someone planning to walk more with God, but those who are walking with God according to God.

Keep the faith and do all according to God!

Love

Rob

Ref 1)
 http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/kjv/joh008.htm

Ref 2)
 http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%208%20;&version=31;

Brothers and Sisters

Many people believe what they are told, but do not take time to read or research the truth.  The same is with Christians; they believe just because their church tells them something, that it must be true.  The perfect example for today’s time is that many Christian churches’ portrayed Bush as an upright religious man during his election.  History of course has proven that to be very untrue. 

As a youth as well as an adult, I have heard many sermons from many different denominations that used several scriptures in an attempt to make their point.  As I traveled the world and begun my study of the Bible I found that too often some of those sermons I had heard were total off course and had manipulated the Bible for the sake of their religion. 

Now a good friend of mine who is catholic once told me, "Robert our priest have degrees and they know what they are talking about."  I tried share with her that so did the Pharisees yet Christ called them the sons' of Satan. 

If you go back and study the doctrine of the Pharisees, you will find that they had around 600 plus commandments on top of God's commandments.  And that some of their commandments overshadowed the commandments of God and made God's commandments of no effect.  Today you can find the exact same practices in some of today's popular religions as the Catholics, Mormons and various other Christian denominations. 

I know sometimes my words may come off like a slap in the face, but I am being very honest with you and do not mean any disrespect as that is not my intention.  The important thing is that you, me and everyone who claims to love God, must take immediate action in our lives to come to God by way of God.  I say ‘immediate’ because we are not promised to have life past what we have lived.

I do not know if you have ever been in love, but I can recall the first time I fell in love.  Everything that girl said and did I wanted to be part of.  I wanted to know how she spent her day, and when we saw each other, nothing else was more important than she was.  We'd go out and eat and I always wanted to know what she wanted before I opened my mouth and make a suggestion.  Sometimes I'd even read over her letters and try to understand each and everything she was saying and thinking. 

The same love I had when I first fell in love, is like the love I have for God and very much like the love I have for my wife.  This is the same love God wants us to have for Him.  The same love God wanted Israel to have, but they fell first into their obedience to men.

Understand clearly brothers and sisters that disobedience to God has always come through the church!  Where is our love for God?  Is it merely in words?  We say we love God, but we do not put God first.  We take on doctrine of men and make the word of God defunct.  We purposefully worship according to our church doctrine and ignore God's word.  We mingle God's words with men and say that they are God's, but they are not!  We say love God, but we purposefully ignore His love letters.  We say we love God but we prefer the words of another person.  

Have we forgotten what it means to fall in love?  Without question or doubt, I do not have it right, but I am in thought and prayer for many people I know, hoping that they will come out from under the coat of religion and come truly to God.

When you get a chance, read very carefully the Sermon on the Mount by Jesus Christ in Mathew chapter 5 thru chap 7.  Take note what He says about the religious leaders in chapter 5 and pay attention to the end of chapter 7 where He explains the two roads.  Keep in mind Christ is not talking to those who do not believe in God.

According to the Bible, the majority of people will not accept God's way of life.  Now we can hear the truth but our tradition has made us comfortable in our way of life.  Hearing means nothing but in doing, we open the door to eternal life according to God and God alone...

So It is

Because God Said So

If an angel from heaven were to come to me at this very moment and grant me one wish, I would desire that all the people I know such as family, friends, neighbors – all those that I know and do not know, would, "Get It.”  Not that I totally "Get It" and others do not, however I do know this: Many religions exist not to do right by God, but for the sake of existing.  In other words, religions teach and practice what they believe regardless if the bible states it is not acceptable. 

We can say it is one's interpretation, but that is not so.  Religion will and has convinced us to cast out God's historical truth, current truth and future truth for its existence.  The sad thing is the bible says that because of our unwillingness and or our Unfaithfulness to keep His full word that we would be given a mind to believe in such lies (the word of men over God).

The word of God is basic - it is simple.  The word of God is just that, the word according to God.

If you love God, keep His Commandments.  (John)

Give your allegiance to God and to Him alone.
Because God said so

Each time God gives me opportunity to get away from the City where I live, He always blesses me with renewed strength and more understanding of His word.  Although this time was a sad occasion, my cousin of 44 years passed away all of a sudden; we knew very little of each others lives however, I felt very compelled to go to his funeral.

After the funeral had ended and everyone had passed on their respects to this kind and gentleman, many conversations began and I could not help but to think of life, God and death.

We all have our own version who God is, and I could not help myself - something compelled me to bring up the only important subject and that was God. I do not say this is the only important subject because of me but because it is God who gives life, so it was only proper to discuss the giver of life after death.  During this conversation I brought up the facts that there are many different religions and how people rather believe in their religion over the word of God.  Of course, this subject is not always received well.  It can be a sore subject of discussion, and may send some people headed for the door.  I can understand that some people do not want to hear something that goes against what they believe or something they don't plan to practice.  They simply rather not discuss it.

Up until now I never understood why so many of us Christians claim the same God, but are not willing to know about God directly from the bible rather through the words of their denomination.  One would think all of us would want to know about God according to God, but that is not true for most of us as we are very well satisfied in serving God according to ourselves.

As I said before, it is during these times God enlightens me with His words.  As I read His word a boulder fell upon me and for the first time, I understood. I understood why the many times I had written about The Commandments of God, the many times I had spoken of them, and the years of difficulty I received in trying to get people to understand their importance. 

There it was written that after the Messiah's death many would fall into corruption against God's holy covenant and would practice insincere acts of praise towards God.  Ultimately, the prince of the earth would like them who abandon the covenant.

After reading these words I became nauseous and had to set the Word of God aside for a short while.  Afterwards I returned to reading the same information and once again I became sick and did not read again until the next day.

Understanding God's word and putting it into action according to God is the only option because it is written so shall it be/is.

We need to read our Bible under the direction in which it was written and not according to one's denomination.  Take in every word of the Bible and not just what you want to apply.

This is my continued prayer. 

*******

Love does not justify nor permit unrighteousness 

Something to Think About

I must start out by saying that I am not trying to attack anyone's religion. It does not please me to say some things, but I must say what is true. 

A good friend of mine who is part of one of the Bible studies said to me, "I know you are giving this Bible study to me hoping that I will join your church." 

I replied, "I do not care if you ever come to our church, I am giving you this Bible study so that you will have a foundation of what God is and what He is not. The Commandments of God are the foundation of Truth and there is only one Truth and that comes from God. I am hoping that wherever you decide to attend church that you will go to one that teaches and practices what God says and not be lost in doctrines of men."

The Bible was written on a level so that even the common person could understand it. It was done so that you, I and everyone else would have direct access to GOD. Now when Jesus Christ walked the earth, the Pharisees made people believe that they were the exclusive interpreters of the Word of God. After Christ was crucified, the Roman Catholic Church stood up around 80AD and proclaimed to have this same exclusive position. 

Today's Christian people don't seem to have much concern that one religion practices this and another one that.  They believe it is all about God and it does not matter. Some trade sermons on Hell and the book on Revelation for up beat sermons or talks that produces positive Christian thinking to make you feel good. We don't want to hear what the entire Bible is saying because it conflicts what we believe and practice. We do not think that it was the tradition of men that caused Christ to be crucified. We do not think that it was the doctrine of men that put many people to death under the Roman Church system.

We do not think that it was the true Jewish followers of Christ that taught us Gentiles who God was and is and how to worship Him. We do not think that it was God who allowed the Jewish nation to go into captivity time after time because of their disobedience in their worship or putting the doctrine of men first which caused them to worship other than according to God. We do not think that even though God brought correction to the Jewish people time after time, that during this whole time He never corrected any nation of the Gentiles, but allowed them to continue in their own mixed worship.

Please read you Bible in fullness and continually 

This is my prayer

Life in question?

There was this attractive woman who had a past life that she did not like to talk about. Then one day she met this older man who was somewhat handsome and they quickly became married. Neither one of them had much, but the little they had they shared freely with one another. Shortly after the woman started to come home late and had to make up lies about her whereabouts. Of course, her husband became upset, and like most men he tried to boss the woman around and their life became a life of arguments and they would argue from one day to the next.

And then one day the woman's past life came out and she told her husband that she had been a whore and that men had paid her for her time. She said, sometimes she charged men money for her time, sometimes she asked for material things, and some times she just gave her time for free. She went on to explain that the life she had before was still inside of her, the memories, the excitement of being with different men, and the things she received. She went on to say that the desires she once had had now returned and that she was finding it hard to just leave that life alone. 

The man who had little and struggling to make ends meet was shocked at what he had heard, but soon realized how it was possible for him to get such an attractive looking younger woman. Still angry with the woman he barked orders at her, trying to get her to do what he said. Until one day, while they were arguing it came out that he himself had a past that he thought he had left behind. Many years before he had great material wealth until one day he met this young pretty girl and because he wanted to be with her soo much, he paid her for her time and piece by piece had given everything to this pretty young girl until he had nothing.

Many years had past and the life he had before and all the people who he knew had been out of his life until now. To both of their surprise the young girl he had tried to win by giving her all his material goods, was now an attractive woman whom he had just married. And she having blown all that every man had given her, now wanted it back, so she did what had become her nature and whored herself out to those who would give her what she wanted-and the cycle of life went on... 

No matter what the circumstances are in your life many of us are in this same situation right now. We may not literally whore ourselves out as did this couple, but there are soo many of us, right now, having difficulty in our relationships, whoring ourselves to the world so that we can obtain all that our heart desires. Because we are locked into our world, conducting our lives according to ourselves, sadly, we will never see the green pasture nor be able to comprehend the ultimate peace and beauty of the promise land in our lives that God speaks of.

It is my prayer for the couple above and all those who are battling in their relationships over such things, that they allow God to come in, occupy their entire life, and become Lord of everything in their life.   And then they will truly know the true beauty and peace that God offers so freely to all of us.

Amen

Stop bouncing

I was driving down Colfax Street the other day and could not help but notice all the activity going on that street.  I could not help but to think of the sadness of all the people who's lives bring them to hang out there.  I could not help but top think of my son and the world he is growing up in, but I am confident God will show my son His way.  I could not say that some years ago, because my life wasn't were it should have been, but at that time I couldn't see this. 

Some times, it is difficult to admit our guilt, some times, it is difficult to be truly honest to others and sometimes even harder to be honest with ourselves, especially in the world in which we live today. But it is not impossible.  We just have to be willing to stop. I mean stop!  That means everything going on in your life must stop.

We live in a world where everyone is claiming some type of spiritual connection with God or some higher power, yet hardly anyone wants to get connected spiritually according to God.  We have those who say you don't have to go to church to be with God.  We have those who go to church, but couldn't tell what the sermon was five minutes after they step out of the door of the church.  Additionally, you have those who have taken part of the word of God and developed their own teachings, understandings, and applications.

Today I can sincerely say the more I learn about God, the more I want to know about Him.  I can say that almost every day of my life is definitely different and each day is received with excitement. 

I can recall at one time in my life where my life was like a bouncing ball. God was something unseen and there were only brief moments of awe that came as I listened to a good sermon or just felt good about something going on in my life.  Often times, I would take bits and pieces of the sermon and filling the rest with what fit into my own important world.  Basically at that time the church was a place that made me feel better about the wrong that I had done and even the wrong I was planning.  And then there was the music that would enhance the shallow mind I had about God. 

I could go on and on about God, but it would make no difference to us because we have already decided in our own mind what we will do and what we won't.  We feel comfortable where we are, even if we are not near where God wants us to be. 

It is my prayer to just stop.  Stop everything in your life and follow the true spirit of God and all sin will be something you hate.  Love will become your nature and the true word of God will be your compass.

Always

Rob

Failure to Thrive

There is a term in the medical community called, "Failure to Thrive."  When a person fails to thrive, their body usually begins to shut down and needed functions of the body for the person to live stop working and soon death sets in and the person will die. 

Sadly too many of us have stopped thriving for many many years and our spirit has shut down.  Because we have ceased from feeding our spirit with the word of God, we are spiritually dead in Christ.  Although we may or want to believe that because we are still physically alive and we are still living, walking, breathing, etc that it means we are with God.  We prefer to live through God based on our own understanding or others.  We have long since stopped growing in God and have become complacent.  Our lives have been going around in circles, and we think it is how it is supposed to be.  We have become delusional and think because we are good as we compare ourselves to others that God is for us in our lives.  We are easily swayed by the teachings of the world and cling unto the things that fit into our lives.

Although we may think and truly believe we are with God, the reality is we must ask ourselves who is Lord of our lives.  We make excuses for not always growing in Christ.  We make excuses for not getting involved in the church.  We make excuses for not attending this certain function.  We make excuses on why we don't do something because someone said this or that.  We make excuses for not wanting to learn more about God.  We attend church when we have time or we are in the mood.  No matter why we do not do, in the end we justify our actions and we get what we desire in God according to ourselves.

If we keep it simple and truly look at ourselves and ask ourselves, "Do we really love God?  How deep is our love?  Are we truly obedient to God?  Do we keep His Commandments or mans?  Do we love Him enough to understand God by reading His word or do we prefer to allow someone to define Him for us?

Just as God did centuries ago for His chosen children, He made life simple for them and He has done the same or us today.  So, enjoy God's creation.  Get involved in loving God and then you will be able to love one another more.  Don't be consumed by the news and the events around the world and things that mean nothing.  Don't be consumed by this material world that drives you into debt.  Help one another thrive in their spiritual life and help others to come to Christ - always.

Let God be your Father, let Him be your only Lord, following Him always even when you yourself may not be sure. 

This is my prayer

How did we get here?

Just a few words

I don't think I was clear in what I said before about the commandments of God. 

In today's world people are often comparing themselves to one another. I think this comparison makes us feel better or good about what we are doing or even not doing. It is easy to compare because it helps us relate. But because of our nature, this comparison can easily lead us to think we are better than that person [regardless who that person is]. 

People often refer to Bible characters and even compare themselves to the actions of these characters-I think it makes people feel good to know of the wrong acts of others so their lives don't look so bad.  Regardless of characters within the Bible and all the events that happened, the Bible always points us back to God.  Every prophet, every disciple and The Man Himself, Jesus Christ, all point us to the Father and His way of life.

Looking at all these different denominations, one would have to ask how did we get here. I believe the answer can be summed up in one word, which is counterfeit. I am not saying that some churches are counterfeit, I am saying that because some people have not been shown who God is from the beginning, that they have willingly accepted man's version (This is exactly what the writer of the book written in 1921 was saying). 

Now getting back to the commandments of God-the prophets always directed man back to obeying what God had said.  The Bible which is filled with many stories and examples of what is good and what is wrong, ultimately directs all of us to God and to follow Him-It is not directing us to fall in the footsteps of comparing ourselves to random characters in the Bible.  The number ten was often referred to the minimum in old Jewish culture. This baseline of the Ten Commandments has been tossed out in some denominations and modified in others.  With that said, it is as if we as men feel we have the authority to change and or delete the word of God to fit our denomination.

I would ask - Is it God who we are worshiping?

The Will

Knowing God means nothing, doing the will of God is everything.  These words were repeated to me three times in a dream just a few nights ago and as I awoke, I recited these words back to myself after hearing them. 

The dream itself was a perfect example of how we as people are ready to spew out our own words and it certainly does not matter what the words are.  The bottom line is that we want others to take action, to reply, and/or to respond to what we want or say, but we are unwilling to be moved by God - through the word of God.  We must seriously ask ourselves, if we are unwilling are we of God? 

"Don't be lost when the time comes." 

Just the other day a mysterious man said, "The Trumpets Are Sounding In Heaven", then he disappeared.  Too little is too late.  God is calling for us all to do His will according to Him and not according to ourselves. 

Quote:

[15] I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! [16] So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. [17] You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.

This is my prayer...

Partial to God

Every morning, I get up for work and listen to the word of God.  Now I will admit that I listen to sermons given by other denominations as long as they preach the full text of the Bible and not a partial text. 

All week I have been listening on the radio to a well-known preacher give a sermon on the Commandments of God.  He started off on Monday by saying how important it was to be obedient to God and to keep His commandments.  The preacher talked about the importance of these commandments as well as their history and said that they are just important today as they were when God personally gave them to men. 

Each day the preacher covered a different commandment and today was the day he covered the fourth commandment - the same one God commands us to keep holly. After listening to the sermon I could easily see how and why people believe what they believe about the Sabbath of the Bible and what people call “the day of the Lord.”  Now this is why it is important to read your bible so that we can know the full truth and not become locked in or tunneled vision into church doctrine, which may not be biblically true. 

For the preacher to make his point in what his church practices, he stated that the Sabbath was practiced only by Jews in the old testament, that the Lord’s day was Sunday, and he preached all the great things that happened in the bible on Sunday.

Having heard this sermon it reinforces the need for each and everyone of us to read our Bibles.  It is my belief that any person who is attempting to lead someone to God and open's their sermon with words of obedience to God, but at the same time preaches an alternative obedience than that stated in the Bible is not clear.  But that such words opens the door to anyone who is listening, to accept, practice and believe that they have the authority to alter the words of God to suit themselves. 

Although all the statements and/or points the preacher made were not and will never be true, no one should ever use the commandments of God and then preach another commandment in place of God's.  We must be honest with ourselves and before God, by stating truth and clear differentiation between the commandments of God and church doctrine.  Manipulating the word of God to justify church doctrine should never be acceptable and is considered evil. 

Let truth be truth and you'll find that obedience goes a lot further and is far more important than a multitude of people 

Rob

who's your god

There are so many interesting facts and examples of truths and untruths throughout the entire Bible that one would have to spend a lifetime to understand all that the Bible is saying. Now that I think of it, God, calls us to a lifetime of learning about Him so that we do understand and thus live a life according to and under the umbrella of God. 

Today we live in an age where denominations claim to be the exclusive denomination of God - I personally feel sorry for those religions who make such pompous comments and even more sad for its members who believe such comments. Why?  Because several times in the Bible other religions have made the same claim and in the end, all were found to be from the god of this world and not the God of heaven. 

The life people live today are more carefree than it was during biblical times. Although sin is sin, today we have more detail of what the Bible is saying than people had two thousand years ago.  But nothing has really changed in the minds of men and women when it comes to committing sin versus not committing sin. We have clear communication from the Bible that such carnal things as fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desires, and covetousness cannot have a place in Christians a life. However, just as they had then we have today self-professed Christians who live within the laws of satan but, claim themselves as christians, but are unwilling to come fully into the light. 

And lastly, today we have a rice factory of denominations to choose from, which has resulted in a mix of unacceptable Bible truths and untruths, or truths and lies all rolled up in into one. And depending how far the denomination goes, their teachings may have no saving power. 

The Bible words it more as the bread mixed with cow dung or the word of God mixed with waste, which is good for nothing. The true sad thing is, too many people today are locked into accepting and receiving this mixed cow dung bread and have learned to take the low road of life and not the high road that God calls us to. 

All of us must do a self-assessment of who we are in Christ and ask ourselves can we do more, what negative areas do I need to get rid of in my life? If we are not moving forward in obedience to God then most likely we are a servant to satan. In service to satan may sound hash, but we must be realistic with ourselves.  If we prefer and do the word of men over the word of God then we are not in service to God. Don't be lost come out of the trap you are in, and for some of you, you have generations of family members walking in and being obedient to men and not to God. 

The books of Ezekiel, Mathew, John and Colossians talks more specifically about these things 

Read and study fully the Word of God and may the God of the heavens direct your paths all the days of your life. 

step up and step out 

Rob 

To This Point Is My Limit 

Here is a quote from the Man Himself, 

5Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[a] gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You[b] must be born again.' 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." 

I love God; that is without question.  How deep is my love?  That I do not know and only time will tell. I am willing to be led and I am willing to do this I know. If it were not for God I would not nor could I do what I have done or do that which is to come. 

I wake to the sound of His name in my mind, and His song sings to me throughout the day. His words are so clear.  Why do they not get it, I can't comprehend it. 

I try to articulate, but sometimes I am not so clear. God is not according to me nor is He according to anyone else.  God is God, and His words are true and very clear. I only wish and hope that all those who I know, especially those who are dear to me would allow themselves to be moved by God and not by themselves. 

What will it take I do not know, I can only pray that some day all will say, 'My God! My God! I have spent my last dime entertaining myself.  Drinking is no longer important to me, so I have taken my last drink-because the blood of Jesus is on my lips. Eating is no longer my friend and I have to spread the Word so I have a lot of walking to do and this weight will just slow me down. Laziness no longer reside here as The Kingdom is at Hand, and I have to do God's work. Gossip has no room in my mouth as God wants me to speak about Him and it just gets in the way of GOD's words. And that problem with lying and being unreliable, God has me so busy, who has time to make empty promises. Oh and that little problem that the bible talks about, you know the one everyone ignores, that one that talks about having sex and not being married - good Lord! - Who needs it when you are in love with Jesus!'

My prayer and hope is that we all allow God more into our lives, forever banishing the point of limiting God full access to our entire lives. 

Let God Reign

Let God rule

Let God sound aloud forever and ever in your lives!!! 

Amen 

This is my prayer, that we stop limiting God and be led by the Spirit... 

Which road to take 

When I was a child there was a phrase that said, "It is as clear as mud." Now when I was a child, I learned as a child and I believed what I believed then, simply because I was a child and I knew nothing else but what a child knows. 

Today I am no longer a child.  I don't think as a child, I don't act as a child, nor do I learn like a child. And because I am now an adult, I understand as an adult.  Just the same as with Christians; if you are a Christian, no one should need to try and figure out if you are a Christian or not.  Just as with Jesus Christ, His character, His conduct, His everything about Him, made it very clear what He was and what He was not.

Today's modern christian people are so locked into their denomination and/or their cocktail-mix of the world, that they really don't know God as they should know Him. They would rather be faithful to their denomination and totally ignore that which came out the mouth of Christ Himself. 

By searching the scriptures, they look for justification for their actions, they run to friends who will tell them what they want to hear, as long as it goes along with their church's beliefs.  Satisfied, they will totally ignore the teachings of Jesus Christ who gives salvation. I can't comprehend this; they act as if their denomination has the ability to give them salvation. 

For Christ Himself said in the gospel of John: “You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. (24) God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
God is calling each and every one of us to share in His way of life, to include love, obedience and overall better way of life. 

We are no longer children.  It is time to grow up, open your Bibles and let that which Christ said fill every portion of your body and soul - and those things which could not be understood - will become, "as clear as mud." 

This is my prayer and my hope for us all. 

Rob

Allegiance to Christ or to your church

It is also coincidental to some topics of discussion we have been having over the past few days. Such topics as going beyond the boundaries of ones denomination.  This discussion came about as a result of churches twisting Bible text to suite their belief, the conversation between Nicodemus and Christ in Chapter 3 of John, and various teachings and practices of Jesus Christ through out the Bible. Basically, Christ tells Nico, that he has to be reborn to be saved. Yet prior to this encounter with Jesus Christ, Nico was with out question assured of his salvation. 

I can't help, but to conclude that the same argument Christ made to the churches at that time, of how they were more obedient to the commandments of men versus those of His Father.  This really blows my mind to see the exact things today, and practiced in much greater numbers than before.

The real sad thing is Christ Himself, not Paul, not Peter, not whom ever, but Christ himself lived , talked, taught, and showed by example what God intended for men to do, and we cling on to every pause in the Bible to find reason to justify our actions. 

Even in our life, the example Mother Teresa set for the catholic denomination and Christians in general, and how she went against her denominations teachings and was threatened to be cast out from the church, simply because she understood and put into practice what God said and not what man practiced.

Christ raises our mental state of mind-which goes hand in hand with salvation-anything that contradicts what Christ said is simple not of Christ but of the father satan.

Christ calls us to be faithful to Him not a denomination. This is why we must pray often and stay in the word of God. 

Peace

Rob

The full word over partiality

Sisters and Bothers, 

The simplicity of God's way, is just that, simple. All too often we are not satisfied with someone steering our life (referring to the spirit). It is instinctual to be in self-control, so what do we do, we take control. All of us have to ask ourselves, what are we afraid of, are we scared that our sins will become exposed? Are we not ready to give up the darkness in our lives or are we still calling the dark area of our lives the gray area? 

We must all ask ourselves what is stopping us from truly committing to God. For Christ Himself said in the Gospel According to John; 

And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God. 

Sisters, the sad thing is, today's people will use or say whatever it takes to convince themselves and possible someone else of why they are doing what they do. It is as if our personal world is so important to us, that we see and practice Christianity according to the way we think it should be and not according to the full gospel. Some of us are so locked into ourselves that our arrogance has invited satan into our lives and we can't even see it. And because we are so unaware of the ungodly things in our life that we become lost in ourselves. 

And then some of us, that are so unsatisfied with God's simplistic message, that we fall trap into denominations who are clever and set themselves apart from the majority, such as teaching selfish doctrine and saying their church is the only way, or even by saying clever things and putting their church ahead of others because they have secret knowledge of God and will use the word of God and have you practicing things that are not fully biblical. 

To be more exact, it is not far fetched for a person to place the mother of Jesus Christ in heaven and that people worship her. It all makes sense because she makes a family complete. It also makes sense that if a person does great work for God that they would expect to be rewarded and go to heaven. As in Joseph Smith (the founder of the Mormons) who puts himself in heaven sitting next to God. All things are possible and it all makes sense, but none of it is truly biblical. 

Truly biblical means, that the justification for the belief or practice was taken from scripture where the thought of the person talking/writing was taken into full consideration and not out of partial context. In most cases, the absence of considering the full contents has caused people to believe and create denominations based on a partial text. And today we are only living in the results of these partial truths. 

I tell you it is not hard to convince someone of something that is not fully biblical. By repeatedly talking about the subject in various ways and using bible text that only supports your subject, many people become convinced. Brothers and Sisters, you are also a victim to this practice and will probably go to your grave believing the partial bible phrase, “Absent from the body is to be present with God,” meaning you will be sitting in heaven upon your death. 

The twisting of words is biblically historic, just because these belief's or practices have flourished, does not mean they are true. Today there is a religion which uses the bible and sports the sign 666 and are flourishing in America. Remember, remember, remember God's message is very simple, so don't be fooled by such things. For Paul himself said in Colossians Chap 2. 

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.  For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power. 

Brothers, we must be willing to have our lives taken over by the Holy Spirit. The alternate of this reality of riding the fence line is merely a waste of your time, leaving room for satan to come and entertain you. 

Be willing to bury all your sins (not some) and pray, and pray, and grow, and grow always in Jesus Christ by reading His full word yourself, so that you may help others along the way. 

Don't be fooled by the commandments of men over the word of God 

This is my hope and my continual prayer. 

God Bless 

Rob

Acosta's Prayer

Just wanted to share this with friends and family…

For several months, the left side of my gums ached. When my dentist appointment came up, I talked to the dentist about the pain and he asked me to isolate where I was feeling the pain. I couldn't, all I knew was my upper and lower gums on my left side was hurting. So I continued having the pain and then one day I was talking to a friend of mine named Acosta about God and prayer, and she happened to mention to me how she believed in God, but set aside denominations practices. She also mentioned to me how she would pray for her friends. 

Now this conversation took place Friday afternoon and I asked her, if she would pray for my pain that weekend. To make along story short, she prayed for me several times that weekend and when I saw her again the following week, the pain which the dentist couldn’t help me with, the pain I had for months was miraculously gone.  (That was several months ago.)

All I am saying - I just want to Thank God for people who believe and allow God to work through them. 

Rob

R U 4 GOD?

The other day I witnessed something that made me ask, what are we as a people doing.   How could we come so far yet still be lost? I don't really think the majority of us give any true deep thought to the fact of who God is and what He did. I said God came in the form of man. God put His heavenly divine nature aside to come and rescue us. What a sacrifice. I'm saying, God allowed Christ to die that we could possibly live. Again I say what a sacrifice. I still don't think people have come to realize what a sacrifice God made for us.

We think it's all about us and it's not. We make issues of stuff that don't mean anything. Such as, we complain about the sermon being too long as if the message was only for us. We curse people on the road just because that person made a mistake or was being a jerk and cut us off.  We go to church one day a week and willfully live in sin the rest of the time we are not in church. We hold grudges; as if we are trying to make some ridiculous point to who-even though the person has long since moved on. In the end we put the meaning of life's label of life on life with the self title stamp of approval, "According To Me", as if we are a god.

In John chap 3 Christ the man said with his own lips: 

"Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit."

Where is our reverence to God?  Did not God say, our bodies belong to Him and that we should treat our bodies Holly? By our actions and willingness to commit sin, how dare we say we are with or even for God? Let us all pray for deliverance from unrighteousness, not only for ourselves, but for all. 

Let God and God alone be your guide don't get caught in idleness 

Listen to My King at 

http://www.sermonspice.com/videos/114/thats-my-king/
Rob

A Union of GOD and god

What does it take to get people to open their eyes?   What can be done to make people see, that the things of this world mean nothing, but the Godly things, mean everything while in this world?   What does it take to get people to return to God?

People often think, that I am referring to people outside the church and not themselves, because they attend church and they believe in God.  The reality is, I am talking to the ones who attend church first.  Ultimately, I hope and pray that the ones who don't attend church will allow God to come into their heart and be led by Him even more than the ones who claim to walk with God.

Way too many people of the church are claiming to have Jesus, but live lives chasing wealth and recognition for themselves.  We put more interest in material things of this world than that which is spiritual, than that which is Godly.  We have more concern with restaurant dining-food, entertainment-television shows, and the desire between our legs, than that which Jesus said to focus on.  We have become physical and mentally out of shape but we say and believe we are still walking in the footsteps of God.  The majority of us believe that God would not allow us to worship Him falsely.  The fact is God has often sent messengers, prophets and the Messiah, telling the people to return to Him, because they had begun to worship the gods of the earth, but the majority of the people didn’t listen then nor are they listening today.  During the Babylon empire, the same one in the books of Jeremiah and Daniel, the God of the heavens and the god of the earth became one and the majority of the people worshipped as they were taught and they believed it was God, but it was not.  Although God continued to provide and blessed them, while they worshipped other gods, just as He said He did, even in their ignorance.  But today, we have all heard the Word of God; the Bible is complete.  No longer does He accept our ignorance and He has called us to repent.  And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.  Rev 18.What does it take for you to come out of the spiritual babylon in which you live?  When will you say, I will follow the Lamb wherever He goes?  When will you truly give up your life and follow God?  When will you get real with God, not just for a little while, but for a lifetime?  I am talking to you!  When will you stop hiding your sins in the dark and committing them in the open?  When will you stop leading a double life?

God is calling you.  He is calling us all to repent and put sin out of our lives.   When will you come out of this world, and listen, and obey all the words of Jesus and commit with all your heart?  I pray that you will soon, for tomorrow is not promised to you nor to me.  COME OUT HERE NOW!

Small group Sunday Apr29

Today's small group get together was just simply awesome, that I could not help, but to speak about it at this time. Seeing visual action that goes right in line with the same scriptures from the Bible is simply great. 

At the same time, as I think of this now, I am sadden by Christ's Words. I am sadden because some of the people I love so dearly, and have prayed for and hoped to get connected with Christ, are just not interested, and my language is foreign to them. I am saddened because some of them who claim to know Christ, cling on to pieces of scripture, as if that piece of scripture will get them into heaven, but for some reason they won't or can't see clearly to adhere to the rest of Christ's instruction. 

For an example, many people know John 3.16, but the thought does not conclude with that one verse, we must pay equal attention to the rest, which reads, John 3:17. "For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.[b] 19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God" 
Another example is that the Jews introduced God to the Gentiles (us), and Christ Himself, tell us that salvation come to us by way of the Jews. For many years, even when I was a boy, I struggled with, how is it possible, that we could develop our own rules, and not keep God's. The same rules practiced and taught by Christ and the Jews who taught the Christians. The same rules at the end of time on earth. 

These are just a few examples of the many things that jumped out from the scriptures today. But I continue to hope and pray that all of us will come boldly to God, so that we all will be more willing to follow Him, not in just a few words but every word. This is my prayer and my Hope. 

P.S. 

Take time out of your busy schedule and really meditate and study each and every scripture of the first five chapters of John. 

Rob

Taking Time 

I was talking to my youngest sister today, and she commented about a conversation she had over-heard my mom and her neighbor say some thirty years ago. They had commented on how the generation of kids at that time had become so awful, and that they felt sorry for what had become of them.  They were concerned about the evil that was in their hearts and their future. Of course, my sister said she had felt very sad at that time for hearing such words about her generation. 

The tragic killing of 32 people by one person is awful however, it does not seem to surprise some people that such a tragedy could happened. When you really think about the mindset of people and the comments people make today, I only wonder when will it happened again. 

Think about it, we live in a society where churches are expanding, yet are morale values have sharply decreased. Many young parents don't attend church and the ones that do, have little conviction to the word of God (these are facts taken from Gallop Poles). It makes you wonder for those parents who have no or little time for God, what will their children turn out to be 10 years from now? 

For myself, I grew up attending church several times a week, and like many, I strayed, but always knew my limits. Today I know I can not live the life I have unless I have God each and every day in my life. I must pray to Him several times a day or I feel empty, lost, and desolate in a world that cares nothing for me, but for itself. I mean I can't live without Him. Knowing this for my own life, I pray and hope with all my heart for those parents and non parents who don't consider God, nor truly take time each and every day for Him. And most of all, I pray for those children who will never get to know God, just because their parents never considered God to be important for themselves nor would begin to think of their children's spiritual life with God. 

Knowing of God means nothing-Who you Worship Is Everything!

Thanks- willing to be molded

Thanks to all of you who took time come out to our visitors appreciation day.  I really appreciate a person's willingness to step outside of the box of this secular world, and say I want more of God in my life. 

America is a very difficult place to get people to come to God. Oh the media and political leaders may tell us we are a religious people, and they are right we are. But religious does not mean close to God. Yes we have a lot of religions, religions that make us feel comfortable by putting God in our pocket while we live in a life of committing sin. We live in a material rich country and our attitudes and or character have become more focused on our stuff - the stuff we want to buy, the food we desire to eat, and being entertained, more so than anything we want to do with God. 

It is not by coincidence, we (America), have one of the highest murder rates in what we consider the civilized world. It is not by coincidence that we have some of the most obese people in the world. It is not by coincidence our average in education is among the lowest in the world and even lower than some uncivilized countries. 

All of us must examine ourselves, searching our souls, paying attention to our actions, what we think, what is important to us each and every day. The only way we are going to have an affect on ourselves and others is by being willing to be molded by God. This does not mean by the God of this world who would have you living in sin, which many of us have fallen in trap to, but by the God of the heavens, who will have you falling in love with Him so, that the evils, and deadly sins of this world will have no desire in your life. 

There is no excuse for such things, but the lack of God in all our lives. Be willing and become faithful to God more and more each day. 

Amen.

Small Group

Let the celebration of Easter and coming out to church be a reflection of the rest of your year. Take this opportunity to get to know God even more and learn of Him throughout the entire year and years to come. 

Hoping to see you next Sunday for our small group get together 

Rob

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ and Easter

Wishing everyone a beautiful Christ filled weekend as they celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. During this weekend as we celebrate the death and resurrection of our beloved savior Jesus Christ, let us remember what this day means. Let us focus on the Person whom we all thank and rejoice in the celebration and opportunity which He gave to all of us. 

I know the media and business organizations would prefer you focus on shopping and filling your day with chocolate bunnies and colored eggs, but today we know such things have nothing to do with the resurrection of our savior-The Christ. Although they will tell you it is for the kids, and some will relate the egg, to a symbolic spiritual rebirth, but today we know better. We know that no matter how you slice and dice the story of the eggs and the Easter bunny, it all points back to pagan practices that have nothing to do with the resurrection of The Christ. 

During this Easter weekend, sit down with your child, a relative, a friend, or even your enemy, and tell them the story of the death and resurrection of The Christ. Get out your Bible and read one of the Gospels that you like so much and teach them what really happened. And after doing so, make a pledge to weed out such pagan practices from your life, showing God that you are faithful, even in the smallest things in your spiritual life. And lastly if you find a Christian who sees no wrong in mixing things of God and pagan things, then pray for them and hope they will see and come to understand how beautiful Christ was and is for taking such action. That the world should not dare to overshadow this unselfish and priceless action of our one and only God, with cheap merchandise. 

May the love of God be with you all

Once Saved?

For several weeks now I have been troubled by a phrase that a good friend of mine told me. The phrase, "Once saved always saved". To hear such things and to think that people believe this is really disturbing and it saddens my heart. The phrase is soo misleading, that people may never know what it really means to accept Christ as their Savior and or will give them false security and they never see heaven because of this out of context belief. 

Unfortunately some churches are using the Bible for their personal advantage and such popular saying as, "once saved always saved" creep into the minds of good Christians and may lead them astray. The Biblical fact is, this statement does not hold water and is not true. 

Of course, every Christian desires to see heaven, but the Bible makes it clear that the majority of the world will perish. It is because of such phrases as these that we must study the word for ourselves and not get caught up in snares that have been laid by satan. (Remember the Book of Life belongs to Christ (Rev 13:8), it does not belong to the church, it does not belong to the church’s pastor, nor anyone upon this earth. We have no authority in placing someone in heaven, all we can do is help ourselves and others in getting to heaven.)

Although we hope our loved ones who are dead make it to heaven.  Additionally, as comforting as these words may sound, we don't think how we exalt ourselves into the role of God; having authority by making such statements, and conclude that someone is in heaven. We have never seen heaven nor do we know where it is-let us not get lost in mans words.

The Bible gives us many examples that just because you believe, that you are not saved eternally and that it is only the beginning.  From Moses who believed and led the children of Israel-the children of Israel believed and followed, however, later thousands were disobedient and returned to their evils and were slaughtered (Exodus 32:). 

The church scholars during Jesus time believed without question they were right in their teaching and actions, they knew the Bible frontward and back. These men were the righteous of the righteous and without question they knew they had salvation however, Christ told them face to face, that they were doing the devils work (John 8:37-47). 

Another example is the parable of (Luke 13:24) Where the professed Christian tells of his works with God and that he knows God, but in the end Christ tells him, “I don't know you...” leaving him in great sorrow. Of course, this person believed they had salvation or they would not have said what they did. 

Now I am just another person in this world trying to get it right and while I am on this journey I want to share the word of God. And because I do so love the human spirit and the word of God, I would not want anyone I know or will later come to know, to perish because they lacked the knowledge of God. So this is why I am bringing your attention to these facts, directly from the Bible; facts that are not taken out of context, but clear understandable examples. 

Salvation is a very serious issue and salvation only comes by way of God and not by man. Because of man's arrogance, they make promises and statements that are impossible to prove, but because of our ignorance and arrogance we pick and choose from the Bible what we will do and what we won't. That same mindset makes it easily to forget that salvation is according to God and not according to man. We do not compare ourselves to one another to determine if we have salvation, instead we relate to God and set aside self. But because we are doing it man's way, we constantly fall back into committing the same sins over and over and we wonder why. And the answer is very simple we have failed to use the power of God and that simply means being in prayer, staying faithful, reading your Bible and being obedient to God. It falls back to the simple words, "If you love me keep my commandments." We must be accomplished in loving God. We must honor Him in word and in action. Whatever it takes, put away those obstacles that put a wedge between you and God, ... “for he who sins is of the devil...”(I John 3:8-9). 

Rev 22:19 ... “God shall take away his part from the book life...”

My friends and family don't just be called a Christian, but become all what God would want us to be. 

love always 

Ask Yourself

Sister in Christ, 

Thanks for coming out to be part of our little community get together. I know our understanding of the Bible total conflicts with your up bringing and what you are being taught now. I too was in the shoes that you are now wearing, and for me during that time I decided to ignore all that I had learned from other cultures, religions in other countries and just listen to the pastor. I know people attend church where they feel comfortable and that usually comes from what they were brought up to believe in. I did the same exact thing for many years. And then someone said something to me and I just took a huge leap and have never gone back and it has been great ever since. 

Today I can't do that anymore. Today I see clearly, that some people just down right ignore parts of the Bible just because it does not fit into their church dogma. I too was often confused, simply because the scriptures didn't lineup with the churches teachings. Today my life is just the opposite, the churches teaches lineup to the scriptures, and that is the way I should have looked at it before. 

I know people want to believe that just because they accept Christ and are baptized that they are automatically going to Heaven. It is sad that some churches teach such things. That would mean that the KKK from the 40's 50's and 60's, who were all white Christian people, the same people who supported hatred and murder, will be sitting side by side in heaven with my loving grandmother and mother Teresa. I can't even imagine such an awful sight. Did someone burn all the Bibles? 

There are millions of people (Christian, Jews and Muslims) around the world who teach and keep the commandments of God, and there are some that teach just the opposite. John 1:17 reads, “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth was given by Jesus Christ.”  Does this mean Christ abolished the Law, and if so why did he teach the law? I told you, "it is very simple, just read."  But I also know, that if you hold onto to what you grew up understanding you will never be open to see more of what the Bible is saying to you. 

Ask yourself, why would Christ tell the church leaders in Mathew 15:3 that they transgress the commandment of God to suit themselves. Why would He teach a sermon in Mathew 5 on keeping the commandments? Why does Christ bring division into households? (Luke 12:49-53 for those who follow vs. those who do not?) Why does Christ direct a man in Luke 18:18 to keep the commandment in order to inherit eternal life? Rev 12:17 talks about Satan making war with the keepers of the commandments – why, if they are not to be kept anyway? And today we have churches that teach you that you don't have to keep the commandments. I pray for them who believe that grace releases them from keeping the commandments of God. Why is the definition in Webster's Christian - about Christ? Are all these things wrong and the churches are all right?  God I hope not.

Why, why, why? It is very simple: because we love the lamb so, that we remember to pray when we are tempted (no matter what the temptation) we remember God loves us and we want to do right by Him and don't harm ourselves or others. We believe and let Him change our lives through daily reading and studying the word and praying often throughout the day. Because we love Him, we do what ever it takes to keep His way of life. 

Yes we all fall short, but this does not mean we purposefully are disobedient to God. And that is why God said, “...if you love Me, keep My commandments.”  And that keeping His commandments are not hard. (John14:15 and I John 5:2.)

These are His words, not ours, not yours, not anyone else's-and these words we live by.

Sad Sad Vision of a Dream

Last night a very sad vision of a dream came upon me during the late night. Every City, as far as the eye could see, was on fire.  Smoked filled the air and the sky had become burnt orange. People ran around frantically, shouting and screaming, however the noise was somewhat mute to me. 

All of a sudden, a voice that was so comforting came to me as if it already knew what I was thinking and wondering about what happened.  The voice spoke to without me saying a word. 

The voice made it clear that this was the end of times, and that the few people I saw was those who had made it and would be saved.  And like a movie, I looked around and a lot of chaos was going on around me, but the place which I stood, was calm. 

Wondering but not asking about my relatives, the voice answered my thoughts and said, “The two girls whom you have seen are the only ones.  The rest were consumed with meaningless things of the world and will not come.”

Shortly afterwards these versus from the Bible popped into my head, which I think was to help me understand that which was and that which was to come. *Matthew 7:21 Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord', shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.  *Revelation 2:20, Notwithstanding I have a few things against you, because thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce My servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 

At the same time, loafs of neatly packaged bread came into my vision, as if it were explaining this verse more clearly. The loafs in the vision were clearly bread, but it was also clear that the loafs of bread had been altered, and substitute ingredients had been added, changing it from real bread. I believe that Revelation 2:18 is saying, the word of God has been mixed with worldly stuff and this is why there are so few people here. 

Then the story of Anna Nicole popped into my head, and the voice made it clear, ‘this is an example that your generation is so shallow.’ 

And lastly I was left with the versus of Babylon on fire: Revelation 18:9 And the kings of the earth who committed fornication and lived luxuriously with her will weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning.

After awaking, I pondered these things in my head and it renews my understanding of the pure God, which the world has made un-pure. It reminds me of three things: 1.) The battle that is before us all, and if we are not truly faithful we, will perish. 2.) We must not be like Jezebel, but beware of the fight we have before us in getting people to understand that we can't mix the one and only God with the world’s practices. And 3.) If we don't have a day to day relationship with God we will (not maybe) perish.

This coming Sunday, Mar 11th, we are planning to start the small group get-together at 1:00PM so that we can have lunch together and get into the word of God.

My thoughts and prayers are with you all and hoping that each and everyone of you will put away your worldly toys and fleshy desires and come to God with open hands.

Why Do We...

Why do we do what we do?

Someone wanted to know why we do what we do. They wanted to know why we spend time studying the Bible and doing the things we do for other people. They wanted to know why we don't push religion on them and what was our hidden agenda. And I say it is very simple, we can't put God in a box according to one's religion, that would not be wise. God is not only the God of America, but also the God of the world - we must never forget this fact. God was around long before America, and has blessed many countries - that is a reality. 

Although most people inherit the religion of their parents, it does not mean their religion is better, more right, or more wrong. All too often, people become married to their religion and will total discount full Bible truths - that is not right. 

To me, a mans religion means nothing, but serving fully according to all the words of God – that means everything. This is why when we study the Bible, every word is read, every thought that is being conveyed is discussed by all and a more clear understanding is received by all. I guess you could say we do it the old fashion way: verse after verse, after verse. 

The amazing thing, is that everyone seems to understand more and peoples lives are getting better - now that is a miracle. 

It's not about religion It's about GOD 

Hope to see you soon

Pisti = Faith

What is Faith? Is it something we can measure or see? Is it something that you can see in one person and not see in another? Where does it come from? The late great Martin Luther said, "Reason is the enemy of faith." 

Too often we measure our faith by comparing ourselves to other people. 

According to the original Bible text, the word pisti or faith means, allegiance, belief, loyalism, trust. Faith is simply trusting fully in God, even when trusting does not seem reasonable. Reasoning captures our thoughts, giving way for us to fulfill selfish desires and for us to be in control, even when self does not need to be in control. Reason is a whore, the greatest enemy that faith has, the same reasoning that hinders our Faith. 

Faith should have us asking ourselves, ‘am I Christian and if so why?’ Some have been taught to measure their material gains and benefits as if to see the results of their faith, as if your faith comes with a return, the same as a share in stock. 

Faith is never measured by man to man but by obedience to God. "Faith must trample under foot all reason, sense, and understanding". It is not simply positive thinking, but exploring and discovery God and self. Knowing God exist means nothing. Faith is action! Faith is trusting God with everything in your life, and even more in the most difficult situations of your life. 

"Faith is a living, daring confidence in God's grace, so sure and certain that a man could stake his life on it a thousand times." Faith is not temporal, like a quick fix - fast food restaurant of a world we live in. Faith is everlasting. Faith is only in God. Faith is full love and full commitment. 

Faith is GOD. 

Rob

How Long

I was studying the teachings of Christ and as I read more and more these words kept popping into my head, which kept saying, “How long? How long?”  It reminded me of a song that had these same lyrics, How long has this been going on? and I was immediately drawn back to what Christ is saying, and I asked my self and others this same question. 

How long has this been going on?

How long will you keep doing things your way?

How long will you continue to talk bad about your co workers and others?

How long will it be before you stop lying?

How long before you stop comparing other people to you (your life and your experiences) 

and not their own?

How long will you have that condescending attitude?

How long before you stop talking about other people problems and can't see the mountain of problems in your own mirror?

How long will you harbor malice and practice evil?

How long before you stop being obedient to men and start practicing obedience to God?

How long? How long? How Long? 

This question could go on forever and ever, but it doesn't have to if we simply just let go. But it is difficult for some of us because we are so used to driving that we are not willing to let go of the steering wheel. Some of us want to put God in the car and continue to drive. Some of us have been doing this for so long, that God got out of the car miles down the road and we don't even think or wonder why things have been going our way. And the reality has been we've been driving around, thinking we are with God, acting like we are better than those people (anybody other than ourselves) and the only God that is with us, is the god of selfishness. 

Love God more and more each day. Let Him lead your life, not just on the day you go to church, but in every way and on every day. Be a reflection of God to your children men. Love and nurture them by showing them how to and not in just telling. Be a father, and in Godly love show and forgive always. And always and forever move closer to God each day Amen.

Seeing they may not see...

...and hearing they may not understand

“Seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.” These famous words are so true, so beautifully said, and sad at the same. What does it take to get someone excited? The promise of money, their name in lights, for someone to pay attention to them, just what does it take? And once we become exited about whatever it is, what are we going to do with this excitement within? Is it like money? Once its gone you go back to being the way you were before. Do you treat it like a toy that was once new, but now it is old and has lost its appeal? Or do we let it burn out like a flame in the fireplace? 

You of old school, what has happened to your flame? Have you become content with where you are in life? Where is your perseverance or did you ever posses any? As in the parable of the sewer, have you become as the rock and have little or no root, has the world’s cares which have no end, choked the word and taken you away? Or have you fallen by the way side awaiting to be trampled upon once again? 

“Seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.” 

May God renew the desire within you for Him. And always and forever are you learning and progressing towards Him forever and ever Amen.

Is Gay The New Black?

The following is in regards to homosexual African American men and women. Black Press Magazine is looking for interviewees to discuss the upcoming article, "Is Gay the New Black?"  The article includes an interview with Grey's Anatomy star, Isaiah Washington whose recent anti-gay comments landed him in rehab, Jasmyne Cannick, a gay lesbian journalist who is on the NABJ gay/lesbian taskforce, Black religious leaders and others. The article also discusses the NAACP, Congressional Black Caucus and others opinions on this thorny issue.  To be considered for the article, send an email to Black Press Magazine.com

I am not sure why I am writing this, but here I am talking about an issue that has been blown out of proportion. It seems as if someone wants to be part of something even if that something is really nothing. For example, you have young boys and young girls who join gangs, just to do things we as adults consider juvenile and even violent. You have young men and young women who will go out of their way to perform idiotic acts just to be part of a social club or fraternity. We have military leaders who will perform heroic acts and or spend lots of the military's money just to receive a metal for their accomplishments. And when you look back at all these things, you realize it really has no significant value what so ever.

Just the same, many gay men and lesbian women want something that is really insignificant. Of course we all want to be part of something in our lives. Of course many of us want to make a difference in something, if not in our own lives hopefully in someone else's. Today we have gay men and lesbian women trying to use the African American platform to launch their life styles as an issue of race or culture. Honestly I believe it is total, I mean total disrespect towards the African American race. Of course we have any body who wants to be heard, tell the public that it is not a choice to be intimately attracted to the same sex, but genetically driven. 

We live in a world where right is wrong and wrong is right. As an example, we are taught that you are innocent until proven guilty. When was the last time a person did not have to post bond to get out of jail until a jury or judge heard their case and found them guilty or not guilty? Not in my life time. We live in a world that has been turned upside down, but we are taught to look at it right side up. 

Now if you are a true Christian, you would rightfully place homosexuality on the list with murderers, adulterers, alcoholics etc. etc. etc. where the Bible places the issue. Today we have self-professed spiritual leaders teaching and marry same sex couples and calling it of god. 

The bottom line is this, we have re-written the laws of men, and tailored the Bible to suite our purpose, that we have no need of God nor the law books of our fathers, because we now have the ability to save ourselves and put ourselves in heaven according to us. This brings us back to the beginning, that here we are doing things that really have no significance in life, but if you keep saying something long enough, eventually you will get people to believe it and so will you . 

Change in Small group get together

Everyone, 

There needs to be a change in plans. Fridays seems to be conflicting with peoples schedules and we need to change the small group get-together. For those who have been coming, please let me know what day you would like to meet? For those who have not come, but have an itching in their heart, mind or soul to come, what day would you like to meet? 

Thanks 

Rob 

MEETING NOTICE

The weather this week has just been beautiful.  Just perfect to melt the snow off the streets.  Just perfect for you to drive your car and not worry about sliding on the ice.  Just perfect to get back into the word of God. 

Lots of love to all...hope to see you Friday after work for a small group get together. 

TTFN 

Rob

FAILING TO REALIZE SIN

...You have now reached Rock Bottom

Failing to Realizing when sin has made you reach rock bottom and you still think you are on top 

Sin does not care about you. It is sin all by itself, with you or without you, it will be sin. What sin does care about, is that it wants to have a relationship with you and its goal is that you die serving it. Sin initially sounds good. It sounds sound, but that is the way sin is. It slowly creeps into our lives and that is where it all begins. Eventually it becomes part of our house. It becomes part of our way of life. Sin becomes what we talk about doing. It is the stuff we feed ourselves in the morning. It is the dessert we serve our children. It is what makes us feel good, happy and sad-all in the same hour. It relaxes us and makes us forget our worries even if just for a little while. We see it on the television and on the movie screen. We purchase it through music CDs and entertain our family on DVDs. We say it is all around us and that is the way the world has come to be. Through our LCDs and ever so clear Plasma TVs, we learn how to tell better lies and purchase what ever we see. We act as if it doesn't matter and say, this is what the world has come to be.

We say to ourselves these things don't affect me or even my children, because they know it is only make-believe. 

Here are a few short stories, after reading them ask yourself, how did it come to be?

· Is Sin a habit that can't be broken? Mary started taking prescription meds for pain, later she found that her meds helped calm her nerves when she got upset, now they help control her sadness and frustration and what ever aliment she has. Today Mary doesn't need a prescription for her meds, all she has to do is call the street doctor to make her feel good.

· Is Sin a habit that can't be broken? It began as an argument between Ramon and his wife, but before the night was over, the coroner arrived to pick up Ramon's wife from the puddle of blood which she laid. That was a year ago, now Ramon lives forever in a cell.

· Is Sin a habit that can't be broken? Randy just turned twenty. He and his boys love to hang out and have fun. Some months ago Randy got his first DUI, and a run in with the police. Today he has DUI number two and doesn't care if he gets a number three.

· Is Sin a habit that can't be broken? Bruce loves life and likes nice things. He seems to live just to see what's on sale. Last year he had a few financial set backs, but he still has a credit card or two, so he doesn't let his wants stop him from doing what he wants to do. Purchase after purchase it seems like the thing to do, even if he doesn't have the cash. Now he's looking to file for bankruptcy because he's about to lose his job.

· Is Sin a habit that can't be broken? Felicia is promiscuous. She says her man doesn't treat her right. Each time she goes out with her girlfriends she always gets a number or two. Felicia never knew the other man she was with, had another man too. Now she is wonder if she has aids and if she should tell her man what she has been up to.

EXTRA EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT! The latest polls conducted on TV scenes involving sex acts found that, nearly 90% of all acts of sex on television happened between unmarried couples and couples who were married but had sex with other people.

EXTRA EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT! Suicide rate is up more than 100% in teens and more than 300% in black teen males. 

EXTRA EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT! Broken homes and single parent mothers continue to rise and have become the norm in our society.

Sin is a habit that is hard to break and for many of us we are enslaved to sin, but can't see it. Some of us will have to reach rock bottom before we realize that we've gone too far. It doesn't matter how these things get started in our lives, the fact is they begin somehow. We are now living in a world that has been turned upside down, but too any people think it is right side up. We are a desperate people, but not for God. We are desperate for the things of this world. We entertain ourselves and our family with small doses of sin that come by way of violence, ill moral lifestyles, sex and many other things that come into our house through tv shows, movies, and music. Our minds have become comfortably conditioned to this world that we can't see anything wrong in watching and/or listening to such things.

We are spiritually blind, some of us can't even grasp what is being said here. We don't realize that God rejects sin in all form and fashion in place of embracing God and walking in the way of God, and how He calls us out from this world. Yet, we profess God as to be our savior. In contrast to our actions and in reality, all we do is know that He exist, and we think to bring God down from heaven to our way of life and call it of God.

Just remember that God rejects that which rejects Him.  Therefore God rejects sin and all that sin has to offer. 

The Good news is that God loves you. And to understand that love He has for each and every one of us, we must let go of this world and embrace God with all our heart and all of our might--today and for the rest of our lives. At which time, you will find the true beauty of God standing right before your eyes.

Stand up for God with all your heart and all your ability, then help someone else stand for God.

Rob

MEETING NOTICE 

(Posted 01/16/07)

Sunny days are here again YES! 

With all the snow it seem like I gained ten pounds in just a month. 

This coming Friday we plan to pick up where we left off before the snow storms. I am definitely looking forward to seeing all of you and am excited to open the books again to hear the Words of Christ. When you think about it, it is such an amazing thing to actually listen to what Christ said. Now that is beautiful. See you all Friday around 5:30/6:00 PM.

SEEKING

God... 

When we begin to seek God, it is then we have found Him. When we seek God, it is then we realize He is not where we thought He is. God is external and internal; He is all in one. He is not what we imagine Him to be, but everything He is. Unless we seek Him, He is never to be found. Often we say we have Him, but just a jolt or a jitter in our lives proves He is not within. The detractors of the world temps us and we give in. Tradition justifies old fables and makes us stray. We keep an open eye to Him but soon it to becomes dim. 

Where is God within? You say you have Him yet you allow sin. Where is the savior your Christ, that did not sin? You open the world and say He is within. Through mirrored eyes your life is dim, you accept sin because you say it is from within, the world has taken you in. The eternal one can not dwell within. You take an oath but became lost in the teachings of men. The eternal one which wants to dwell within can not begin, until you decide who you are going to let rule within - one man or men? 

The Year of Decision 2007 

Rob

LOYALTY vs. WORLD

The majority of people who call themselves Christian have only touched the surface of the word "Christian" and they really have no idea what a Christian truly means. Although they may call themselves a Christian they are not willing to become what the true word calls for them to do in life or the life they should lead. This is simple because most churches have sold God's way of life and brought in the world to conduct their church's business. Most people believe that what they hear in a sermon in church or on television, is the word of GOD and it is not. Most churches have taken the word of GOD and mixed it in with today's modern man and created words that are not biblical sound or concrete. This old marriage of God and world (BABYLON), is not new.  However, it has become popularized, thus creating an easy bridge for today's Christian to get lost in this media-saturated world; which in turns truly blinds them to what and who GOD really is. 

Today everyone has their own definition of what God is and they believe if you don't loosen up and take in the world, you're considered a fanatic, of the old way or a cult. Even though they themselves don't know a lot about God, nor feel it is necessary to read the Bible to learn about God (Even though the Bible instructs us to study the words). Basically we are living in a country where the majority of the people call themselves Christian, but live like pagans. Many people would say I am judging or that this is my interpretation.  Alternatively, I have come to the conclusion that they will say whatever the world puts in their mouth to hush my words or change the direction of my speech. 

Many Christian people can not comprehend the Muslim faith because it drastically conflicts with their life. They see images of radical Muslims killing many others and one another. However, what they must realize, is that those Muslims who are committing these hate crimes, are radical and are not of the true Muslim faith. From the Muslims point of view, they see people who call themselves Christians who have a life of doing what-ever they please (as mentioned above). These free-style Christians are no different from the radical Muslims.  Why, because they both lead souls from God.  The only difference is some are doing it slowly through the media, [money] and having more.  Thus corrupting many minds and leading thousands and hundred thousands astray vs. the radical Muslim on the fast pace of instant death which take tens and hundreds. 

I know no one who can call him/herself a doctor and never have studied and met the requirements to become a doctor. I have met many who call themselves Christians, but have little or no teaching of God, don't read the Bible, have no one-on-one relationship with God, etc. etc. etc. Now we can all say, "Who can say who is a Christian and who is not". I say let's not complicate the whole issue with words that sound good or listen to a lot of mute points. Let's be very basic and let's keep it simple. God said, "If you love me keep my commandments." Now if a Christian means to be Christ-like and if this so-called Christian is not taking time to learn what it means to be a Christian then basically their loyalty is not to God but to themselves. Did not Christ Himself say, "Hell was reserved for the lawless?" 

Many people are walking around here today calling themselves Christians and living with the devil himself. And we in this new modern sensitive multi-cultural world want to give equal respect even to the devil himself. Because of our failure to call a devil a devil we, continue to sink deep in immorality and we have given birth to a people who call themselves Christians. Yet have not the working knowledge to the truth of the Bible. 

As always, I am merely saying Christianity is a way of life that is not to be combined with this world. And because this world is soo overly saturated with self and sin, we must constantly and continually ask ourselves who are we loyal to, God or the world/man? 

Love always 

Rob

TRUTHS OF THE BIBLE

After talking to my sister and hearing her well thought out reply I realized that my email may have been misunderstood. I am not trying to tell you are wrong and I am right. I thought I was very clear that the name of any religions means nothing according to the bible. But one thing still troubles me about this whole subject. People keep saying it is your interpretation of the scripture and I must say, that is the saddest thing concerning this subject. This whole issue reminds me of Ronald Reagan's "Voodoo Economic Plan." Now when I studied Latin, Spanish and Italian the word Sabbath translated only into one day in each of those languages. To this day the dictionaries I have in other languages still say the same thing and Never do they say anything other than Saturday. Now the English language has many words that come from Latin (one of those words is Sabbath which is only translated to Saturday and never Sunday) Again, I am not trying to say I am right and you are wrong. I take no pleasure in pointing out truth and fact vs. opinion. I say again this is not my opinion nor my interpretation. If one believes it is my interpretation then we all should throw away our dictionary's throw away our Bibles and tell every country in the world they are wrong and the American's are the only ones who have it right. 

My point is simply this: Stop thinking like an American, stop putting up barriers because you are of this religion and I or someone else is of that religion, let go of cute and catchy comments that have little meaning unless truly enforced, So what if your church say they are bible based aren't they all - too include satan worshipers. Yes God knows our heart, but just as our heart, mind and body may have us to follow the Lamb wherever He goes. Our same heart, mind and body can be fooled! Turn off the world! Some of us have the world turned up so loud or have put the world on cruise control that we can't even hear... 

The simple words of God that have become faded or lost over centuries time. This is not my interpretation so please don't sadden me with such words. These words are echoed now as they were then and I know they will echo even louder in our future. 

Like I said this is much bigger than all of us 

To All Concerned , 

A friend of mine told me the other day that she was so confused about the Sabbath Day. She said, "I have spent my whole life being raised a Southern Baptist and I am having trouble accepting that the Sabbath is Saturday my whole life I have always gone to church on Sunday." Now my friend is from the south and has a deep-rooted southern hospitality character. She also told me in a previous conversation that her mother had told her, "To not change her religion." 

I explained to my friend that no one was trying to change her religion and that the seminar we were attending only presents the facts of the Bible. Now the whole world knows that no matter what language you use the word Sabbath translates to the day Saturday so there was reason to spend a lot of time in this area. I explained to her that if you look up Monday in the dictionary it tells you that it is the second day of the week making Saturday the seventh. 

I informed her that America was discovered in 1492 and that the bible was not translated into English until the 1600s and that the religions in America did not get their start until the mid 1700s and up until then most people were under the teachings of the Catholic system. I informed her that I had studied with Catholics and in their catechism it tells you in black in white that they changed the day of worship to Sunday. 

Now some people don't want to accept what the Catholic's encyclopedia (yes they have their own encyclopedia) and their history books tell us. People say that the Bible says it's Sunday or it does not matter what day is the Sabbath. Some people even side with the Pharisees when they tried to accuse Jesus of breaking the Sabbath. Now the Pharisees did not know that Jesus was God but we do and He would not break His own Law that would make Him a liar and make the Law void. 

I explained that we as Christians struggle with this day because we have been conditioned (tradition) to attend church on the first day of the week. (only Christians believe the Bible gives them leeway for any day observance... but these words can not be found in the Bible). I also told her that Christianity came after the Jewish and Muslim faith and that American Christianity comes from the Catholics. I told her of my experiences in foreign countries and what they did on the Sabbath/Saturday. People must understand that the change to Sunday was done long before any of us was even thought of and that the issue is much greater than we are. In the end I informed her that Gods Laws (not the Mosaic Laws) are very simple and that we should never intentionally go out to break them. 

For He said, "IF YOU LOVE ME KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS..." 

Just as in the beginning of the creation of the earth God rested the seventh day after doing His work, so it is no surprise that His commandment says to rest on the seventh day. It as if he is saying do as I did/do. I know God's word conflict with some of our life's style.  However, if we are looking to have a deeper relationship with God it is we who have to adjust to Gods way and not God accepting whatever we want to give. 

Keep the Faith and continue to look for the facts within the bible and not just what someone has told you. 

The following are facts from the Bible concerning the Sabbath 

· Luke 4:26 and 23:56 

· Acts 13:14, 44 and 16:13 

· Mathew 5:17 and 12:8 

· Mark 5: 17-- and 7:7 

· Ezekiel 20:20 

· James 2:10 

· Isaiah 66:22 

· Daniel 7:25 

· Rev 14:6 -

